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What makes Jesus so special? What are the two models used 

by Jesus and the apostles to present this good news?  

You may be surprised at what you find. 

 

How can we respond when people ask the really tough 

questions of suffering, of lack of proof, of hypocrisy in the 

church, and the cost of discipleship? Good questions are not 

our enemies but our friends. 

 

What sorts of evidence support the gospel story? What are the challenges of our lives 

and times, the defining moments that summon us to take our place in the bigger picture? 

How can we invite others to Make a 5ƛŦŦŜǊŜƴŎŜ όa!5ύ ƛƴ ǘƘƛǎ ǿƻǊƭŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ WŜǎǳǎΩ ǿŀȅΚ  
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¶ Find your own voice in sharing the faith that you have 

now, with the people you live and work with 

¶ Develop confidence in the power of your Christian self  

¶ Realise afresh how great a gospel you have received 

¶ Find fresh and biblical ways to share this realisation in 

small steps with those who have no church 

background. 

The first four books include about sixty exercises that can be used in a small group in the 

order given, in a class as a curriculum, in church as a series of sermons or in a training 

seminar. You can also do the exercises individually as Ψstand aloneΩ exercises. 
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1. God is Like Jesus  p. 1 

2. Turn the Page   p. 6 

3. Lamb of God   p. 14 

4. Nutshell   p. 20 

5. Problems of Truth   p. 29 

6. Problems of Suffering  p. 34 

7. Problems with Christians p. 37 

8. Problems about the Cost p. 41 

9. Y points ς destiny, reality, morality,  

history.    p. 46 

10. Fear of the Fire   p. 53 

 

Lƴ ŜŀŎƘ ǘƻǇƛŎΣ ƭŜŀŘŜǊΩǎ ƴƻǘŜǎ ŀǊŜ ǿǊƛǘǘŜƴ ƻǳǘ ƛƴ ŦǳƭƭΣ ŦƻƭƭƻǿŜŘ ōȅ ŀ ǎƘƻǊǘŜǊ ǾŜǊǎƛƻƴ όǘƘŜȅ 

ōŜƎƛƴǎ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ǘƛǘƭŜ άIŀƴŘƻǳǘ a¸²пέύ ǿƘƛŎƘ ȅƻǳ Ƴŀȅ ƎƛǾŜ ŀǎ ŀ ƘŀƴŘƻǳǘ ǘƻ ǇŀǊǘƛŎƛǇŀƴǘǎΦ 

You could do this before, during, or after each session ς your choice. 
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AVAILABLE ON IPHONE AND ANDROID 
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GOAL 
To tell the fascinating story of Jesus and show that everyone is invited 

and accountable to Him. 

INTRODUCTION 
ά¢I9 {ǘƻǊȅέ ƳŜŀƴǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǿe must tell the true story about 

Jesus, which is for everyone. Many people today know 

almost nothing about the story of Jesus Christ, or are 

actually seriously misinformed. He still holds a fascination 

for many others, evident in the many film interpretations 

that have come out.  

KEY QUESTION 
What happened that made Jesus so significant?" 

STEP ONE THINK 

Take a moment to think how you would answer this 

question in one minute as put to you by an international 

student (superb English) who comes from an atheist 

country where nothing of this tradition is known.  Note: 

Do not focus this time on your personal experience of Christ (my story), nor on the long history 

of interpretation of the church (our story). This is the time to be more objective. 

The Leader starts by giving an example of how one might answer the key question. Then gives 

them time to think of their own response. 

STEP TWO SMALL GROUP 
Groups of three, let each person tell their version of an answer. 

Many people go on for ages, blinding people with too much information, because in their heads 

they are imagining and already defending a number possible objections or questions. However, 

those questions have not been asked yet! Be free enough to let new questions arise if they really 

need to. Just tell it simply. 

SO What are the points your group would make? Each group writes down on one list all the 

bullet points of the story which they share. Then give the triads three minutes to talk it over a bit.  
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STEP THREE ALL TOGETHER 
List on the board the content of their stories, 

into the categories ς LIFE - CROSS - SPIRIT of the 

JESUS FRAME.  

We start with the story of the lived Life of Christ, 

his Death and Resurrection, ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ΨŀŦǘŜǊƭƛŦŜΩ ƻŦ 

Jesus as the Holy Spirit continues his work.   

DISCUSSION POSSIBILITIES 

(a) How hard was it to get down to the simple story? What did you assume that people already 

knew? 

(b) Essential to any description of Jesus' life and teaching in biblical terms is his INVITATION or 

CALL to follow him as Lord and Saviour, and his role as Judge over every person's response to 

that invitation. 

(c) Ask them to suggest other three point summaries. Write these up to aid memory. The effort 

and time involved is very good for both retention and practise. 

(d) We cannot say everything to everybody. Keep it short and simple and engaging so that 

people can grasp at least this much clearly, then ASK them for their questions, their point of 

view.  

(e) Compare how New Testament Evangelism broadly follows two roads, both emphasising 

Christ and repentance but in two different ways. See these exercises. 

SOME NOTES ABOUT THIS EXERCISE 

¶ Menǘƛƻƴ ǘƘŜ ϦWŜǎǳǎϦ ǾƛŘŜƻ ƻǊ ά¢ƘŜ tŀǎǎƛƻƴέ ŀǎ ŀ ǘƻƻƭ ŦƻǊ ƭŜƴŘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΦ 

¶ Few groups mention the Last Day although it is in all apostolic preaching. It has gone out 

of favour. It may be worthwhile to show how this is the helpful "day of setting things 

right", a happy day for the poor and broken who have been exploited for generations 

without redress. 

¶ Some people often treat this as another "Jesus-in-me" exercise, despite the request not 

to. Enforce the distinction between "subjective" v "objective" OR "my experience of the 

truth" v "the events of Jesus life " OR "my journey" v"the map" OR "what I have 

received" v "all that there is to receive" OR some other simple way of explaining this 

distinction. 

¶ It can be fun and helpful to come up with some Billboard one-liners out of this exercise. 

9ΦƎΦ άLŦ ȅƻǳ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ ǎŜŜ DƻŘΣ ƭƻƻƪ ŀǘ WŜǎǳǎέΦ ά¢ƻ Ŧƻƭƭƻǿ WŜǎǳǎΣ ƳŜŀƴǎ ƻƴ WŜǎǳǎΩ ǘŜǊƳǎέΦ 

ά!ƭƭ ƭƛŦŜ ŀƴŘ ƭƻǾŜ ŀǊŜ ŦǊƻƳ DƻŘ ŀƴŘΣ ƛƴ WŜǎǳǎΣ ƘŜ ƛǎ ǊŜƴŜǿƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƻŦŦŜǊΦ 5ƻƴΩǘ Ƴƛǎǎ ƻǳǘΦέ   

Write these up with felt pens on sheets of paper and then blu-tac them around the walls 

of your room. Put them all up. Discuss which ones are affirmative and inspiring and 

which are sounding more defensive or aggressive. 
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¶ We are not just talking to atheists and agnostics. Followers of other religions (or none) 

are our neighbours. This exercise is not about abstract and philosophical doctrines of 

Christ but about the person of Jesus Christ. They will almost certainly have view, but 

do not assume that you know what it will be. Religious ideas travel between religions, 

ŀƴŘ ƛŘŜŀǎ ŀǊŜ ƛƴǎǇƛǊŜŘ ƻǊ ōƻǊǊƻǿŜŘΦ LŦ ȅƻǳ ŘƛǎŀƎǊŜŜΣ ƛǘ ƛǎ ΨƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘƛƴƎέ ƴƻǘ ΨǿǊƻƴƎΩΦ ¢ƘŜ 

Story of Jesus is history, and therefore public property, and he is discussed not just by 

the Christians. Everyone is entitled to their view. Our hope is that the Gospel is 

catching. 

OTHER QUESTIONS TO GO DEEPER 
Answer these by telling THE STORY, not by telling MY STORY this time. 

¶ άWŜǎǳǎ ǿŀǎ ŀ ƎǊŜŀǘ ǘŜŀŎƘŜǊ ōǳǘ ƴƻ ƳƻǊŜ ƻǊ ƭŜǎǎ ǘƘŀƴ ƻǘƘŜǊ ƎǊŜŀǘ ǇǊƻǇƘŜǘǎΦϦ 

¶ "I believe God is everything, is you, is me. The trees are God too."  

¶ "God was here but he left early - a creator maybe, but I'm agnostic after that. After all, I 

haven't seen Him." 

¶ "There is more evidence for the rule of chaos than for the rule of a personal God."  

¶ "It doesn't matter what you believe, so long as you are sincere." 

¶ What do you really want people to know about Jesus? 

¶ What are people losing out on if they ignore/turn away from following Jesus? 

¶ ¸ƻǳ ŎƻǳƭŘ ǳǎŜ ǘƘŜ ǊŜǎƻǳǊŎŜ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ƴŜȄǘ ǇŀƎŜΣ άhƴŜ {ƻƭƛǘŀǊȅ [ƛŦŜέΦ 

CONCLUSION 

Christianity is true, Jesus has happened. Christ is the centre of all time and space. All people 

must now give explanation for these events. 
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What happened 

that made Jesus 

so significant? 

Life 

Cross 

Spirit 
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GOAL 
To tell the fascinating story of Jesus and show that everyone is invited 

and accountable to Him. 

INTRODUCTION 
ά¢I9 {ǘƻǊȅέ ƳŜŀƴǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǿe must tell the true story about Jesus, which is for everyone. Many 

people today know almost nothing about the story of Jesus Christ, or are actually seriously 

misinformed. He still holds a fascination for many others, evident in the many film 

interpretations that have come out.  

KEY QUESTION 

QUESTIONS TO GO DEEPER 
Answer these by telling THE STORY, not by telling MY STORY 

this time. 

¶ άWŜǎǳǎ ǿŀǎ ŀ ƎǊŜŀǘ ǘŜŀŎƘŜǊ ōǳǘ ƴƻ ƳƻǊŜ ƻǊ ƭŜǎǎ  

  than other great prophets." 

¶ "I believe God is everything, is you, is me. The  

  trees are God too."  

¶ "God was here but he left early - a creator  

  maybe, but I'm agnostic after that. After 

  all, I haven't seen Him." 

¶ "There is more evidence for the rule of chaos  

  than for the rule of a personal God."  

¶ "It doesn't matter what you believe, so long as  

  you are sincere." 

¶ What do you really want people to know about Jesus? 

¶ What are people losing out on if they ignore/turn away from following Jesus? 

¶ You could use ǘƘŜ ǊŜǎƻǳǊŎŜ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ƴŜȄǘ ǇŀƎŜΣ άhƴŜ {ƻƭƛǘŀǊȅ [ƛŦŜέΦ 

CONCLUSION 

Christianity is true, Jesus has happened. Christ is the centre of all time and space. All people 

must now give explanation for these events. 
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One Solitary Life  

 Adapted from Dr James A Francis, © 1926 

He was born in a stable in an obscure village, 

the child of a peasant woman. He grew up in 

still another village, where he worked in a 

carpenter shop until he was thirty. 

Then for three years he was an itinerant 

preacher. Miracles came from his hands and 

he was placed under investigation many 

times. He never wrote a book. He never held 

an office. He never had a family or owned a 

house. He didn't go to university. He never 

visited a big city. He never traveled 300 

kilometres from the place where he was born. 

He did none of the things one usually 

associates with greatness. He had no 

credentials but himself. 

He was only thirty-three when the tide of 

public opinion turned against him. His friends 

ran away. He was turned over to his enemies, 

and went through the mockery of a trial. He 

was nailed to a cross between two thieves on the city dump. While he was dying, his 

executioners gambled for his clothing, the only property he had on Earth. When he was 

dead, He was laid in a borrowed grave. Some saw him alive again and ran through the whole 

known world and beyond to proclaim the good news. 

Twenty centuries have come and gone, and today he is a central figure of the human race, 

esteemed in Christianity as Saviour and Lord, in Islam as a great prophet, in Judaism as an 

early rabbi. His growing global movement is legendary in sacrificial community service, 

even though they too are sometimes corrupted.  

All the armies that ever marched, all the navies that ever sailed, all the parliament that ever 

sat, all the kings that ever reigned, put together have not affected the life of man on Earth as 

much as that One Solitary Life. 

  

Q. Upon reading this long-ǎǘŀƴŘƛƴƎ ǇƻǇǳƭŀǊ ǇƛŜŎŜΣ ǿƘŜǊŜ ŘƛŘ ȅƻǳ Ǝƻ ΨȅŜǎΩ ŀƴŘ ǿƘŜǊŜ ŘƛŘ ȅƻǳ Ǝƻ 

ΨƴƻǘΩΚ 

Q. How would you change what it says to fit today? 
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GOAL 

To notice how Jesus and the Apostles actually expressed the gospel, in the light 

of our current practice, and in the context of the people they were talking to 

INTRODUCTION 

We must begin where they are, not where we want them to be. In coming to discipleship there 

are many steps and stages in understanding God and our response to God. 

 

The doctrine of Justification by faith through the Atonement of the Cross is the crux of Christian 

belief about salvation. But is this "the gospel" that Jesus and the Apostles preached? Many 

assume it is, because it has been used that way for a long time when Australian society was 

largely Christian. It is not so any more. It is good doctrine but is it always the first step in 

evangelism? Let us take a look. 

KEY QUESTION 
"What was the message of the Gospel in this situation?" 

STEP ONE   SMALL GROUPS 
Divide up the bible passages (listed below) into four groups.  

John 3:1-21 ς Jesus and the Jewish Pharisee  

John 4: 1-26, 39-42 Jesus and the Samaritan Woman ~  

Acts 17:1-15 ς Apostles in the Jewish Synagogues  

Acts 17:16-34 ς Apostles in the Foreign Marketplace 

TWO BIBLICAL PATTERNS FOR EVANGELISM 

Jesus with Jewish Nicodemus     Jesus with the Samaritan Woman 
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In groups of three or four, take one passage each (assigned by the leader) for 20 minutes. Realize 

that these passages are only a summary of what happened on that day. We are investigating 

άWhat ŘƛŘ ǘƘŜȅ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛŎŀǘŜΚέ 

 In each group, nominate one person to read the passage out loud, others reading along. Then 

together make a summary of the content of the gospel communication.  To whom were they are 

talking ς what was their religious understanding?   Be detectives ςlook for clues in the action, the 

setting, and the preaching, e.g. Acts 17:18 shows us that the Resurrection must have been 

prominent in the message. 

STEP TWO  FEEDBACK 
Lƴ ǘƘŜ ǿƘƻƭŜ ƎǊƻǳǇΣ ŀǎƪ ŦƻǊ ƎǊƻǳǇǎΩ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎŜǎ ƛƴ ǘŜǊƳǎ ƻŦ 

whether the audience were Jews or Gentiles.  

hƴ ǘƘŜ ōƻŀǊŘ ǿǊƛǘŜ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ƭŜŦǘ ά¢ƻ DŜƴǘƛƭŜǎέ ŀƴd on the right 

ά¢ƻ DŜƴǘƛƭŜǎΦέ 

Ask the groups: What is the same? What is different? 

On the left hand they focus on the Cross - Jesus is Saviour - and then move to discuss his 

Lordship.  

On the right hand, it is the other way around. They begin with God's concern for human 

searching - the Creator and Lord - and then his role as Saviour/Judge. 

You may wish to compare them with some small evangelistic leaflets and sermons you have seen 

or heard. See, for example, the study at the end of this session. 

SOME NOTES ABOUT THIS EXERCISE 
¶ We want people to look afresh at what the passage says, not just read into it what they 

already think it means. Ask "where do you see that in the passage"? Stick to the 

language and content of the passage. 

¶ Sometimes, people quote 1 Corinthians 2:1-5 as though to show that Paul regretted his 

approach in Athens. It should be noted, though, that "when I (Paul) came to you 

(Corinth)" (2 Corinthians 2:1), he first went into the synagogue. (Acts 18:1-5). 

DISCUSSION POINTS 
(a) FROM what does the passage say that the hearers repent? TO what do they turn? 

(b) What knowledge of God's revelation in Scripture, in humanity, in miracle, and in creation did 

they have/not have? 

(c) Why is the Cross NOT always mentioned? Unpack what it pre-supposes. 

(d) What are the most consistent concerns?  

As I see them they are always showing concern for living by the TRUTH, openness to the work of 

the SPIRIT, the significance of Jesus' RESURRECTION and his role as the Universal JUDGE. Are 

they your consistent themes when you share the faith? 
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(e) Why is Jesus himself always the central point of the discussion? 

(f) Where do you see how creative these evangelists were in their communication? 

(g) How did they initially provoke people's attention and desire to hear more? 

CONCLUSION 
There are two major paradigms of biblical evangelism used by the apostles and Jesus.  We may 

have theological arguments to justify ourselves, but biblically we make a big mistake if we only 

have one. 
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GOAL 

To notice how Jesus and the Apostles actually expressed the gospel, in the light of our current 

practice, and in the context of the people they were talking to. 

&524(%2 4().+).'ȡ 2%3/52#% 0!0%2 

A CHANGE OF PARADIGM IN BIBLICAL EVANGELISM. 

ABSTRACT: This paper provides an accessible biblical model for changes that are taking place in 

mission strategies, but which are often thought of only pragmatically, and which are therefore 

rejected by some traditional evangelicals. Much evangelism in a Christendom culture has been 

modelled on John 3, reaching its height in the 1950s. An unchurched culture which is spiritually 

puzzled needs an evangelism modelled on John 4.  

INTRODUCTION 

 Standard evangelical evangelism.  

¶ /ŀƳŜ ǘƻ ƛǘǎ ƘŜƛƎƘǘ ǿƛǘƘ !ƭŀƴ ²ŀƭƪŜǊΩǎ aƛǎǎƛƻƴ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ bŀǘƛƻƴ ƛƴ мфрн-3, followed by the 

1959 Billy Graham Crusade, with people of church background. 

TWO BIBLICAL PATTERNS FOR EVANGELISM 

Jesus with Jewish Nicodemus     Jesus with the Samaritan Woman 
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¶ Its form is always this: Invite them to come to church/dinner/Alpha and hear a sermon 

based on the bible.  

¶ The Gospel is: that God commands all to repent and believe the news about the cross of 

Jesus Christ. We are not saved through our works. 

Standard Liberal Evangelism 

¶ Has not found its evangelistic voice historically, with few exceptions, so liberal churches 

have declined.  

¶ Provided safer spaces to express doubts against orthodox Christianity. 

¶ Its form is ς come to church and see how open we are. Get involved. 

¶ The gospel is that God does not judge us, but inspires us like Jesus towards peace and 

social justice. We are all already saved. 

WHATΩS DIFFERENT NOW? 

1. Starting points- unchurched, un-bibled, visual and too busy. 

2. Understandings ς no Creator, no Goodness, suspicion of church and bible. 

3. What they need ς provocation by need and by wonder. 

4. What we must say first=evangelism in stages. 

In the following Bible chapters, I will give two examples from each of the above categories, to 

illustrate that these changes in theology and strategy were already in practise at the beginning 

ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎƘǳǊŎƘΩǎ ƳƛǎǎƛƻƴΦ 

1. Starting Points 

a. Relocation: Nicodemus comes to Jesus, 

Jesus goes to Samaria ς out of his way to a place of real difficulty. 

b. Knowledge: N believes the Bible, 3.10  

The Woman does not know much really. 4.19,20 

2. Understandings 

a. Ethics: The Pharisee believes in over-arching truth, and the goal of virtue, 

The woman is doing the best she can under the circumstances. 

b. Authority: Jesus quotes the scriptures as authority to N, 

Jesus sidesteps the religious question of authority, without giving all away. 

3. What they need. 

ŀΦ CƛƴŘƛƴƎ 9ƴǘǊȅ tƻƛƴǘǎΥ b ƛǎ ƻǇŜƴŜŘ ǳǇ ōȅ άǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƪǎέΣ ƳƛǊŀŎǳƭƻǳǎ ǇƻǿŜǊΦ 

¢ƘŜ ²ƻƳŀƴ ƛǎ ƻǇŜƴŜŘ ōȅ άƘŜ ǘƻƭŘ ƳŜ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŀǘ ŜǾŜǊ ŘƛŘέΦ 9ƳǇŀǘƘƛŎ ƛƴǎƛƎƘǘΦ 

b. Focus on Empty Points: Jesus confronts N with his religious and intellectual barriers to the 

spirit. Issue is pride. 
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Jesus (acting as a fool) invites a disowned woman to fullness of life in the spirit. Issue is 

ignorance (cf Acts 17 the same dichotomy in method) 

4.  What we must say first ς ŘƻƴΩǘ ǎǘǊƛǾŜ ŦƻǊ ōŀƭŀƴŎŜ ƻǊ ƻǊǘƘƻŘƻȄȅ όōǳǘ ŘƻƴΩǘ ǘƘǊƻǿ ƛǘ ŀǿŀȅ 

either) 

ŀΦ bƻǘƘƛƴƎ ōǳǘ άƘƛƳ ŎǊǳŎƛŦƛŜŘέ? N hears about the Cross first ς the serpent lifted up, imagine. 

The Woman hears about wellspring first (imagine) and about Jesus as Saviour last. 

b. Repentance from and to: The religious must be born again of the spirit from heaven, the 

stumbling block of the Cross. You should not live this way. 

The non-religious must be invited into the life that fulfils them, the offence of the Resurrection. 

[ƛŦŜ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƻ ōŜ ǘƘƛǎ ǿŀȅΦ 

SOME IMPLICATIONS FOR EVANGELISM AMONG POST-CHRISTIAN AND NON-RELIGIOUS. 

(With religious persons, stick with the John 3 paradigm). 

1. We have to establish enough horizontal relationship, not friendships necessarily, in order to 

re-create our credibility without power. No power-differential. 

2.  Be Provocative with our depth, kindness, wisdom and marks of beauty, and not with our 

moral rules. 

3. Give back repeatedly the responsibility for their relationship with God, and walk beside them.  

4.  Do not defend the church, apologize. 

5.  Re-educate people about Jesus. There is serious disinformation and blasphemy about. Be 

more gentle, and share our spiritual discoveries as a human being. 

6.   Hang on to the pearls. Theology and apologetics are not the same. Theology has an orthodox 

historic corpus, which shifts at its apologetic edges with every passing generation, as it should. 

9ƴǘǊȅ Ǉƻƛƴǘǎ ŀǊŜ ƴƻǘ ǘƘŜ ŦƻǳƴŘŀǘƛƻƴǎΦ 5ƻƴΩǘ ǎŜƭƭ ǳǎ ƻǳǘΦ 

I am angry, Jesus. 

How come, when 

you had the power 

to change things, 

you left people to 

suffer? 

 That is exactly 

my question to 

you. 

 I really meant 

that ólove your 

neighbourô thing. 
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7.  Adopt less authority and power in our methods, so more incarnational = collaborative, 

needy, dialogical. 

8. Not busy church but peace church. 

9.   Ask questions, be curious ς in awe to understand each unique person all over again, test our 

questions before we give answers.  SAMPLE QUESTIONS: where do you get your strength from, 

how do you keep going, how do you know this will overcome your own internal blockages to 

ǘǊǳǘƘΤ ŘƻƴΩǘ ȅƻǳ ŜǾŜǊ ŦŜŜƭ ȅƻǳ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ ƎƛǾŜ ǘƘŀƴƪǎ ŦƻǊ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ ƎƻƻŘ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ ǿŜ ƘŀǾŜΤ ŘƻƴΩǘ ȅƻǳ 

sometimes sense the enthralling awe in life; do you think Jesus went through all that just so we 

could be religious; humans tend to  make up a religion that suits us so we have to be open to a 

spiritual light from heaven; is there anyone you know who is not hypocritical at some point or 

other in their actions or thinking; are you sure you are living the purpose of your life; etc. These 

are only openers.  

10. Expect action. We are not trying to help them to feel cosy about spirituality, but to see how 

their attitude to Jesus is the cornerstone of their attitudes to all truth and the fullness of their 

life, and to respond is to act anew with compassion, justice and kindness, and to grow in faith. 

SOME IMPLICATIONS FOR TRAINING CHRISTIAN LEADERS 

1. Ministers only model evangelism, laity actually do it. 

2. Theology is not apologetics ς ǘƘŜ άǘǊŜƴŘǎέ ƛƴ WŜǎǳǎ ǎǘǳŘƛŜǎΦ 

3. Coaching skill is better than counselling skill. 

4. Part time secular work anchors clergy. 

5. It is both possible and necessary to study personal, group, congregational, regional 

and cultural evangelism as skills, strategies, spiritualties and theology. 

THREE CONCLUSIONS 

A Christian who shows he or she is curious about and actually cares about each person uniquely, 

who is humble about being wrong, who is ridiculously generous, humorous and hospitable, will 

gradually undo the reputation that Christianity has no truth in it, offers no personal resource for 

everyday life, is primarily interested in its own benefit and moral privileƎŜǎΦ  !ǎ WŜǎǳǎΩ ǇŀǊŀōƭŜǎ 

ǊŜǇŜŀǘŜŘƭȅ ǎƘƻǿŜŘΣ ǘƘŜ ƎƻǎǇŜƭ ƛǎ ŀōƻǳǘ DƻŘΩǎ ƪƛƴŘƴŜǎǎ ŀƴŘ ƘƻǎǇƛǘŀƭƛǘȅΣ ǎƻΧ 

A church which is still waiting for people to come, as the result of great publicity or signage on 

ǘƘŜ ƘƛƎƘǿŀȅΣ ƛǎ ǎǘƛƭƭ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ мфрлΩǎΦ  ! ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ǿƘƻ ǊŜ-trains in gossiping the gospel, or connecting 

with life-questions, has half a chance of saying something worth hearing.  

Church Leaders who disciple by personal mentoring and not just by programme, who take the 

decisions to give up some of our great old stuff, in order to make room for whatever God gives, 

who lead in prayer, these are those who empower the church for its calling - to abide close into 

Jesus Christ and to have the health that bears much quality fruit. 
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FURTHER THINKING 

¶ How would you describe the differences between people with a formal religious 

background and those without? 

¶ What are the differences in their points of openness and their points of resistance? 

¶ Why does it matter that we be careful about how we approach people? 

¶ How will you change your approach in the light of this bible study? 
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GOAL 

To describe the New Testament doctrine of 

Atonement by framing its four major themes. 

 

INTRODUCTION 

EXERCISE: INDIVIDUAL WORK 
(5 minutes only) 

Write a Letter to someone you hold dear in the 

space on the handout for this exercise (see page 

20)., and tell them what the Cross of Jesus means 

to you.   

 GROUP WORK 
After 5 minutes, you may share your letters with another person, and then each person will read 

theirs to the group. We will hear them without comment. 

CONCLUSION 
The Cross is central to Christianity. It is the subject of many, many Biblical texts. (See Resources 

on the MYW website). 

¶ Passion Narratives are a large part of the Gospels 

¶ TƘŜ Ψ/ǊƻǎǎΩ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ wƻƳŀƴ ŎƻƭƻƴƛŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ Ψ[ŀƳōΩ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ WŜǿƛǎƘ ǘŜƳǇƭŜ ŀǊŜ ōƻǘƘ 

images that are central in Christian art 

¶ The Cross has double-shaped global mission ς the gospel itself and the role-model of 

sacrificial service 

¶ We believe that Jesus died One for all, Once and for all; In one place, For all time. 

¶ Lƴ Ƙƻƭȅ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛƻƴκƳŀǎǎκŜǳŎƘŀǊƛǎǘ ǿŜ ǎŀȅ Ψ¢ƘŜ .ƭƻƻŘ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ [ƻǊŘ WŜǎǳǎ /ƘǊƛǎǘ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǿŀǎ 

ǎƘŜŘ ŦƻǊ ȅƻǳΦΩ  
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EXERCISE ATONEMENT 

ONE AT-ONE-MENT, ONE NAME  

¶ Iƻǿ DƻŘ ƳŀƪŜǎ ǳǎ άŀǘ ƻƴŜέ ǿƛǘƘ IƛƳ 

¶ How can we understand this? How do we respond? 

¶ Is it speaking more about God or about us? 

¶ Four Pictures: What Problem is this theme addressing? What Gift is it giving? 

THERE ARE FOUR MAIN PICTURES OF ATONEMENT.   
All of them are answering the question: Why did 

Jesus have to die? R A S P is the answer: 

¶ Ransom,  

¶ Appeasement,  

¶ Salvation,  

¶ Promise. 

NOTE 
a. Each picture has a ΨlimitΩ on it, each has at some time been stretched to the point of absurdity, 

giving needless offense.  

b. Some aspects of Jesus are examples for us to follow. Some aspects only He can do.  

c. These four images are all lights on life, like four spotlights on one scene. Ultimately, at the 

centre where the four lights intersect, it can never be 

fully explained. ¢ƘŜ Ŧƛƴŀƭ ǇƛŜŎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎ ΨǇǳȊȊƭŜΩ (black in 

the diagram on the left) is not another theme, or a 

clever concept, or a picture, ōǳǘ ƻǳǊ ΨȅŜǎΩΣ ǘƘŜ ŀŎǘ ƻŦ 

surrender into the love of God. 

LŜǘΩǎ ƭƻƻƪ ŀǘ ŜŀŎƘ ƻƴŜ ƛƴ ǘǳǊƴΦ ²ƘŜƴ ǿŜ ǊŜŀŘ ǘƘŜ 

scriptures, these four themes tumble into each other 

again and again. 

1.THE RANSOM - MARK 10:45 

¶ Ransoms us from slavery to Sin/Satan by 

swapping His life for ours. We go free.  

¶ Defeat of Satan in a contest: Christus Victor 

¶ Price paid to Satan? To God? Encourages silence towards evil?=Misses the point 

¶ The Problem? The prison. Held in slavery ōȅ ǎƛƴΦ Ψ!ŘŘƛŎǘƛǾŜΩ ǎƛƴΦ  

¶ The Gift? Freedom from the power of sin. Redeemed. 

DISCUSSION: MY RANSOM 
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When else has someone risked/lost their life for you?  

Iƻǿ Ƙŀǎ ΨǘƘŜ ŘŜŦŜŀǘ ƻŦ {ŀǘŀƴΩ ŦǊŜŜŘ ȅƻǳΚ 

Where is God offering release and freedom in your place and history? 

2.APPEASEMENT ς GALATIANS 3:13 

¶ The Cross satisfies the Wrath /Law/Honour/Justice of God. Legal-speak. We were 

rebels and enemies of God. 

¶ The Gift= Debt fully Paid. Only a perfect sacrifice can satisfy.  

¶ Public example of the lengths God will go to in order to uphold the moral law of 

Justice. 

¶ ΨtǊƛŎŜ ǇŀƛŘ ǘƻ DƻŘΩΚ Ґ{ŀŎǊƛŦƛŎŜ ƛǎ ŀ ƎƛŦǘ ƴƻǘ ŀ ǇǊƛŎŜΦ IŜ ŘƛŘ ǿƘŀǘ ƘŜ ƘŀŘ ǘƻ ŘƻΣ ŀƴŘ ƴŜǾŜǊ 

has to do that again. 

¶ Reconciled, restored, brought close without fear. Face to face. 

¶ The Problem? Pride, victimhood 

¶ This includes the people who lived before Christ and those who never hear his name.  

DISCUSSION: APPEASEMENT FOR ME 

Sacrifice is a gift ς who else has made sacrifices for you?  

Where do you observe the Wrath /Law/ Justice of God?  

Have you taken up your Cross? Prepare your grave. Expect opposition. 

Iŀǎ ΨƎƻƛƴƎ ŦǊŜŜΩ ŜƴŎƻǳǊŀƎŜŘ ƳƻǊŀƭ ƭŜƎŀƭƛǎƳ ǿƛǘƘƻǳǘ ŘƻƛƴƎ ǎƻŎƛŀƭ ƧǳǎǘƛŎŜ όtƘŀǊƛǎŜŜǎύΚ 

3. HEALING/SALVATION ς MATTHEW 1:21 

¶ Public example of the lengths God will go to in order to demonstrate His love for us 

and how He resist evil. Exemplary Atonement.  

¶ It is about inspirationΣ ƴƻǘ ŀ ΨŘŜŀƭΩΦ IŜ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ Ŧǳƭƭ ƘǳƳŀƴΦ 

¶ Killed by empire and religious powers. 

¶ The Gift: Awakes a love-ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎŜΦ ά[ƻǾŜ ǎƻ ŀƳŀȊƛƴƎΧέΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ [ƻǾŜ ƘŜŀƭǎ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ŀƴŘ 

nations. 

¶ The Problem? Only compassionate love can heal 

¶ ²Ŝ ΨǎƘŀǊŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǎǳŦŦŜǊƛƴƎǎ ƻŦ /ƘǊƛǎǘΩΣ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǎŜƴǎŜ ƳŜŀƴǘ ōȅ ǘƘƛǎ ǘƘŜƳŜ ƻƴƭȅΣ ƴƻǘ ŀǎ Ŏƻ-

saviours. 

DISCUSSION: SAVING ME 
²Ƙȅ Řƻ ǿŜ ƘǳƳŀƴǎ ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ ǎŜŜ DƻŘΩǎ ƭove demonstrated?  

How does the cross shed light on civil and religious power? 

ΨIǳǊǘ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ƘǳǊǘΣ ƘŜŀƭŜŘ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ƘŜŀƭΦΩ ¸ƻǳΚ 

LŦ ΨǎŀǾŜŘΩΣ ǿŜ ŀǊŜ ƴƻǿ ǎŀŦŜΦ wŜǎǘ ƛƴ Iƛǎ ƭƻǾŜΦ 

4. THE PROMISE -MEDIATOR OF COVENANT ς HEBREWS 9:15 
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¶ Adam/Noah, Abraham, Moses, David 

¶ The Problem? Can we really rely on God? 

¶ Blood is a Ritual Sign = a matter of life and death. 

¶ The Gift: The promise of God written in blood.  

¶ DƻŘΩǎ ¸9{Η ²Ƙŀǘ ƳƻǊŜ ŎƻǳƭŘ ŀƴȅƻƴŜ ŀǎƪ ŦƻǊΚ 

¶ Not a contract, it is the Law of Love.  

¶ Claimed and held for all time. Belong 

¶ Making peace, giving purpose. 

Q: WHERE DO I BELONG? 
Lǎ ǘƘŜǊŜ ΨōƭƻƻŘΩ ς a matter of life and death ς in your discipleship? 

IŀǾŜ ȅƻǳ ǎŀƛŘ ΨȅŜǎΩ ǘƻ DƻŘΩǎ ΨȅŜǎΩ - to being claimed and held for all time by Jesus as Lord and 

{ŀǾƛƻǳǊΚ Lǎ ƛǘ ǎǘƛƭƭ ΨȅŜǎΩΚ 

CONCLUSION 
¶ ²ƘŜƴ ŜȄǇƭŀƛƴƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŎǊƻǎǎΣ ŘƻƴΩǘ ǎŀȅ ǘƻƻ Ƴŀƴȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜǎŜ ǘƘŜƳŜǎΦ Lǘ ƛǎ ŎƻƴŦǳǎƛƴƎΦ 

¶ Because it is hard to understand, but often the Holy Spirit is speaking intuitively, ask or 

invite them to respond. 

¶ Return again and again to study this teaching, because the wonder deepens as we grow 

in Christ. 

A PRAYER TO THE LAMB OF GOD 
Born of Mary, Risen from the Dead,  

You Ransomed us from our slavery,  

You Healed us to love,  

¸ƻǳ wŜǎǘƻǊŜŘ ǳǎ ŦǊƻƳ ŘƛǎǘŀƴŎŜ ǘƻ ōŜ ΨŦŀŎŜ ǘƻ ŦŀŎŜΩ ǿƛǘƘ DƻŘΦ 

You Claimed us and hold us in Blood Covenant. 

The Kingdom of God has Come ς One Lord of one world, 

You command Sacrificial and not superficial love, 

And you have gifted us with  

New life now and forever. 

Amen 
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GOAL 

To describe the New Testament doctrine of 

Atonement by framing its four major 

themes. 

INTRODUCTION 

EXERCISE: INDIVIDUAL WORK 
Write a Letter to someone you hold dear in the 

space below, and tell them what the Cross of 

Jesus means to you.   

 

THERE ARE FOUR MAIN PICTURES OF ATONEMENT.   
All of them are answering the question: Why did Jesus have to die? R A S P is the answer: 

Ransom   Appeasement 

Salvation   Promise 

What the Cross of Jesus means to me: 
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DISCUSSION  

1. MY RANSOM 
 When else has someone risked/lost their life for you?  

 Iƻǿ Ƙŀǎ ΨǘƘŜ ŘŜŦŜŀǘ ƻŦ {ŀǘŀƴΩ ŦǊŜŜŘ ȅƻǳΚ 

 Where is God offering release and freedom in your place and history? 

2. APPEASEMENT FOR ME 

 Sacrifice is a gift ς who else has made sacrifices for you?  

 Where do you observe the Wrath /Law/ Justice of God?  

 Have you taken up your Cross? Prepare your grave. Expect opposition. 

 Iŀǎ ΨƎƻƛƴƎ ŦǊŜŜΩ ŜƴŎƻǳǊŀƎŜŘ ƳƻǊŀƭ ƭŜƎŀƭƛǎƳ ǿƛǘƘƻǳǘ ǎƻŎƛŀƭ ƧǳǎǘƛŎŜ όtƘŀǊƛǎŜŜǎύΚ 

3. SAVING ME 
 ²Ƙȅ Řƻ ǿŜ ƘǳƳŀƴǎ ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ ǎŜŜ DƻŘΩǎ ƭƻǾŜ ŘŜƳƻƴǎǘǊŀǘŜŘΚ  

 How does the cross shed light on civil and religious power? 

 ΨIǳǊǘ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ƘǳǊǘΣ ƘŜŀƭŜŘ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ƘŜŀƭΦΩ ¸ƻǳΚ 

 LŦ ΨǎŀǾŜŘΩΣ ǿŜ ŀǊŜ ƴƻǿ ǎŀŦŜΦ wŜǎǘ ƛƴ Iƛǎ ƭƻǾŜΦ 

4. PROMISE: WHERE DO I BELONG? 
 Is there ΨōƭƻƻŘΩ ς a matter of life and death ς in your discipleship? 

 IŀǾŜ ȅƻǳ ǎŀƛŘ ΨȅŜǎΩ ǘƻ DƻŘΩǎ ΨȅŜǎΩ - to being claimed and held for all time by Jesus 

 ŀǎ [ƻǊŘ ŀƴŘ {ŀǾƛƻǳǊΚ Lǎ ƛǘ ǎǘƛƭƭ ΨȅŜǎΩΚ 

A PRAYER TO THE LAMB OF GOD 
Born of Mary, Risen from the Dead,  

You Ransomed us from our slavery,  

You Healed us to love,  

¸ƻǳ wŜǎǘƻǊŜŘ ǳǎ ŦǊƻƳ ŘƛǎǘŀƴŎŜ ǘƻ ōŜ ΨŦŀŎŜ ǘƻ ŦŀŎŜΩ ǿƛǘƘ DƻŘΦ 

You Claimed us and hold us in Blood Covenant. 

The Kingdom of God has Come ς One Lord of one world, 

You command Sacrificial and not superficial love, 

And you have gifted us with  

New life now and forever. 

Amen 
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GOAL  
To provide some portable simple 

tools for describing 

 the gospel: 
¶ The gospel for sinners - on the hand 

¶ The gospel for sinners - in diagrams 

¶ The gospel for the sinned against - on the hand 

INTRODUCTION 

STEP ONE THINK & RESPOND 
Without referring to the following, imagine you are 

talking to someone who you have recently met and, 

knowing you are a follower of Jesus Christ, they may 

ask you: what does ƛǘ ƳŜŀƴ ǘƻ ōŜ άŀ /ƘǊƛǎǘƛŀƴέ ƻǊ ǎŀȅ 

άLΩƳ ƴƻǘ ǾŜǊȅ ǊŜƭƛƎƛƻǳǎ ƳȅǎŜƭŦέΦ ²Ƙŀǘ ǿƛƭƭ ȅƻǳ ǎŀȅΚ 

STEP TWO VIEW 
aŀƴȅ ǿƛƭƭ ŀǊƎǳŜ ƻǊ ǎǇŜŀƪ ŀōƻǳǘ άŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ ǊŜƭƛƎƛƻƴǎέ ŀƴŘ άǿƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ Ƙŀǎ ŘƻƴŜ ǿǊƻƴƎέΦ ¢ƘŜȅ 

may not fully understand that it all starts from having a personal response and relationship with 

Jesus, knowing God in a personal intimate way. 

There are many memory tools for explaining the gospel. Some of them make you cringe. Some 

of them might actually help.  

E.g. http://evangelismexplosion.org/ministries/share-your-faith/  

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ehnOv5svGHM 

THE TOOLS 
The instructions for the tools have been included in the handout for this exercise. 

TOOL ONE: THE GOSPEL FOR SINNERS ς HAND 
SOURCE: The άƘŀƴŘέ ǘƻƻƭ ƛǎ ŜȄǘǊŀŎǘŜŘ from a tract ά.ŜŎƻƳƛƴƎ ŀ CƻƭƭƻǿŜǊ ƻŦ WŜǎǳǎ /ƘǊƛǎǘϦΦ 

TOOL TWO ς GOSPEL FOR SINNERS - IN DIAGRAMS 
This time we can demonstrate with the diagrams prepared by John Mallison. It is available, with 

diagrams, ƻƴ WƻƘƴ aŀƭƭƛǎƻƴΩǎ Christian Mentoring website 

http://www.johnmallison.com/data/GOSTRACT.pdf 

Download and go through this booklet and learn how to draw the diagrams. 

TOOL THREE ς GOSPEL FOR THE SINNED-AGAINST ς ON HAND 

http://evangelismexplosion.org/ministries/share-your-faith/
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ehnOv5svGHM
http://www.johnmallison.com/data/GOSTRACT.pdf
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This tool uses the hand again, in a zig-zag pattern starting at the opposite end, the thumb. It 

starts from the point for someone who has been sinned-against, not someone who is aware that 

they are sinner. 

DISCUSSION GROUPS 
Form groups of three or four and have participants practice the tools. After they feel comfortable 

with them, assign each group a different one of the questions that follow the instructions. 

After you have walked through and physically practiced these moves, discuss these questions. 

Imagine you are seeking to explain these to a not-yet-Christian. Keep it simple and avoid 

preaching a sermon to them! 

Commence with the question assigned to your group. Appoint someone to listen, remember and 

summarise your discussion, reporting it back to the whole group later.  

1. In what ways do humans "fall short of the beauty of God's plan"? 

2. How would you sensitively explain their separation from God and the consequences? 

3. How would you sensitively explain to someone who has been hurt many times in life, 

why should they put their trust in God? 

4. Explain how the beauty of the holiness of God is evidenced in the Gospel? 

5. What is the difference between believing that God exists and believing in him? 

6. With such an alive gospel, why is church sometimes boring? 

CONCLUSION 
Ask the groups to feed back the answers they arrived at and lead a discussion to arrive at the 

usefulness or otherwise of these tools to memory. 
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GOAL  
To provide some portable simple tools for describing 

the gospel: 

¶ The gospel for sinners - on the hand 

¶ The gospel for sinners - in diagrams 

¶ The gospel for the sinned against - on the hand 

TOOL ONE: THE GOSPEL FOR SINNERS 

Five fingers, starting from littlest. Practise the hand 

until you can remember it.  

1. LITTLE FINGER: CREATOR LOVE:  

God loves us and made us for a big 

relationship with himself and his world. 

God believes in you. 

- God created us άƛƴ Iƛǎ ƛƳŀƎŜέ όGenesis 1:26) which gives us status, ability and 

responsibility in the creation. 

- His intention for us is to live in close fellowship with Him in His kingdom and 

under His kingly rule to love our neighbours and enemies.  

- God did not create us as puppets. He gave us responsibility and response-ability so that we 

would freely love and serve Him, but we can also use that freedom to rebel against him.  

- Every day, this is proclaimed in the beautiful world that God made and provides for us. Other 

voices denȅ ǘƘƛǎ ŀƴŘ ōƭƛƴŘ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΩǎ ŜȅŜǎΦ 

2. RING (HEART) FINGER: SPOILED HEART:  

We have not become what God intended. Why do we mess up?  

- The original intimate relationship with God is always being broken from the 

beginning of the human race. Now, some part of our will has a habit to choose not to 

live God's way. We are trapped in this cycle, and the world is trapped in vicious 

circles. 

-Everyone has sinned, everyone falls short of the beauty of God's planΦέ όwƻƳŀƴǎ оΥно WΦ.Φ 

Phillips). ά¸ƻǳǊ ƛƴƛǉǳƛǘƛŜǎ ƘŀǾŜ ƳŀŘŜ a separation ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ ȅƻǳ ŀƴŘ ȅƻǳǊ DƻŘέ όLǎŀƛŀƘ рфΥнύ  

 Sin has spoilt our lives. They are not as God intended them. We have been squeezed into the 

mould of a world that is rebellious against God. (Romans 12:2 J.B. Phillips) 
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- Every day, most people know something is wrong with the world and with them. Often it is felt 

most acutely by the way they have been spoiled or hurt by being sinned against. We do not have 

to prove how wayward they are, just need to name the correct diagnosis. 

3. TALLEST FINGER = TRUTH OVER ALL: BLOOD RANSOM:  

God did for us through Jesus Christ what we could never do for ourselves. 

- Christ is the perfect likeness ƻŦ DƻŘΦ άLƴ ƘƛƳ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ Ŧǳƭƭ ƴŀǘǳǊŜ ƻŦ DƻŘ ŎƘƻǎŜ ǘƻ 

ŘǿŜƭƭΦέ ό/ƻƭƻǎǎƛŀƴǎ мΥмрΣмфύ Because God loves us he made it possible for us to 

have our close relationship with him restored.  

άLƴ /ƘǊƛǎǘ DƻŘ ǿŀǎ ǊŜŎƻƴŎƛƭƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘ ǘƻ ƘƛƳǎŜƭŦΣέ (restoring our relationship). (2 

Corinthians 5:19) 

- Through Jesus Christ, the Son, God dealt with the problem of sin which spoilt his image in us 

ŀƴŘ ƻǳǊ ǊŜƭŀǘƛƻƴǎƘƛǇ ǿƛǘƘ ƘƛƳΦ άDƻŘ ǎƘƻǿǎ Ƙƛǎ ƭƻǾŜ ǘƻ ǳǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŀǘ ǿƘƛƭŜ ǿŜ ǿŜǊŜ ǎǘƛƭƭ ǎƛƴƴŜǊǎ /ƘǊƛǎǘ 

ŘƛŜŘ ŦƻǊ ƻǳǊ ǎƛƴǎέΦ όwƻƳŀƴǎ рΥуύ ά/ƘǊƛǎǘ ǿŀǎ ƛƴƴƻŎŜƴǘ ƻŦ ǎƛƴΣ ŀƴŘ ȅŜǘ ŦƻǊ ƻǳǊ ǎŀƪŜ DƻŘ ƳŀŘŜ ƘƛƳ 

one with the sinfulness of human beings, so that in him we might be made one with the 

ƎƻƻŘƴŜǎǎ ƻŦ DƻŘ ƘƛƳǎŜƭŦέΦ όн /ƻǊƛƴǘƘƛŀƴǎ рΥнмύ 

- Every day, it is so hard to make changes that really work. Parents and leaders already know 

that real life and real change involves making a sacrifice. The cross of Jesus show us how far we 

will go to avoid God and how far God will go to get us to change. 

4. POINTER FINGER: TAKE THE ROAD OF FAITH:  

What God has done in Jesus Christ becomes real for us through faith. 

- Faith involves... 

¶ Believing that in Christ God forgives sin and breaks its power. 

¶ Trusting God for forgiveness and new life, above all revenge or resentment or 

defeatism. 

¶ Reaching out to receive God's love and help in Christ. 

- Faith is associated with... 

¶ Repentance ... sorrow for past wrong-doing, turning away from evil, turning towards 

new life. 

¶ Conversion ... making God king of all life. 

¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ ƻŦǘŜƴ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ άŎƻƳƳƛǘƳŜƴǘ ǘƻ /ƘǊƛǎǘέΦ 

- Life has a new beginning. We are born anew 

WƻƘƴ оΥо ²Ŝ ōŜŎƻƳŜ ŀ ƴŜǿ ǇŜǊǎƻƴ ΦΦΦ άLŦ ŀƴȅƻƴŜ ƛǎ ƛƴ /ƘǊƛǎǘΣ ƘŜκǎƘŜ ƛǎ ŀ ƴŜǿ ŎǊŜŀǘƛƻƴΣ ǘƘŜ ƻƭŘ 

Ƙŀǎ ǇŀǎǎŜŘ ŀǿŀȅΣ ōŜƘƻƭŘ ǘƘŜ ƴŜǿ Ƙŀǎ ŎƻƳŜΦέ όн /ƻǊƛƴǘƘƛŀƴǎ рΥмтύ 

- He is our LIFE. As followers of the risen Christ we have a new power within us. God the Holy 

Spirit gives us new spiritual resources which help us to live life as God intended. 

άL ǿƛƭƭ ǇǊŀȅ ǘƘŜ CŀǘƘŜǊΣ ŀƴŘ ƘŜ ǿƛƭƭ ƎƛǾŜ ȅƻǳ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ /ƻǳƴǎŜƭƭƻǊ ǘƻ ōŜ ǿƛǘƘ ȅƻǳ ŦƻǊŜǾŜǊΣ ŜǾŜƴ ǘƘŜ 

Spirit of Truth....he dwells with you and shall be in you. (John 14:16,17) (See also Acts 2:38, 

Philippians 4:13, Romans 8:37). 
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άCƻǊ DƻŘ ǎƻ ƭƻǾŜŘ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘ ǘƘŀǘ ƘŜ ƎŀǾŜ Ƙƛǎ ƻƴƭȅ {ƻƴΣ ǘƘŀǘ ǿƘƻŜǾŜǊ ōŜƭƛŜǾŜǎ ƛƴ ƘƛƳ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ƴƻǘ 

ǇŜǊƛǎƘ ōǳǘ ƘŀǾŜ ŜǘŜǊƴŀƭ ƭƛŦŜΦέ όWƻƘƴ оΥмсύ 

άCƻǊ ōȅ ƎǊŀŎŜ ȅƻǳ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ǎŀǾŜŘ through faith; and this is not your own doing, it is the - gift of 

God -- ƴƻǘ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ƻŦ ǿƻǊƪǎΣ ƭŜǎǘ ŀƴȅ ǇŜǊǎƻƴ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ōƻŀǎǘΦέ ό9ǇƘŜǎƛŀƴǎ нΥуΣ фύ 

WŜǎǳǎ ǎŀƛŘΥ άL ŎŀƳŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜȅ ƳƛƎƘǘ ƘŀǾŜ ƭƛŦŜ ŀƴŘ ƘŀǾŜ ƛǘ ŀōǳƴŘŀƴǘƭȅΦέ όWƻƘƴ млΥмлύ 

- Every day, "faith" is simply the same as trust - "dependence, reliance, confidence, believe 

without proof". Where else in everyday life do we exercise faith (apart from faith in God)? E.g. in 

eating food prepared for us, sitting on a chair, knowledge we cannot verify. 

5. THUMBS UP FOR A GREAT LIFE - FAITH HOPE & LOVE:  

Significant changes then take place in two ways (two parts to the thumb) 

1. We enter into a new relationship with God 

IŜ ōŜŎƻƳŜǎ ƻǳǊ C!¢I9w ƛƴ ŀ ǎǇŜŎƛŀƭ ǎŜƴǎŜΦ άΧwe are children of God, and if 

children, then hŜƛǊǎΣ ƘŜƛǊǎ ƻŦ DƻŘέΦ όwƻƳŀƴǎ уΥмп-17) 

We make Him our Lord and King and seek to please Him, to live in obedience, 

Instead of being self-centred we become Christ-ŎŜƴǘǊŜŘΦ άLŦ ȅƻǳ ŎƻƴŦŜǎǎ ǘƘŀǘ WŜǎǳǎ ƛǎ 

Lord and believe in your hearts that God raised Him from ǘƘŜ ŘŜŀŘΣ ȅƻǳ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ǎŀǾŜŘέΦ όwƻƳŀƴǎ 

10:9)  

2. We enter into a new relationship with others 

We become part of the community of those who have faith in Jesus Christ (his family, in the 

Kingdom of God) with both privileges and responsibilities 

Love should be the distinguishing mark of this community. 

άThis is my commandment, that you love one another aǎ L ƘŀǾŜ ƭƻǾŜŘ ȅƻǳέΦ WƻƘƴ мрΥмнΦ ό{ŜŜ ŀƭǎƻ 

John 13:34,35) 

We share Christ's concern for others. 

²Ŝ ƛƳƛǘŀǘŜ /ƘǊƛǎǘΩǎ ƘǳƳƛƭƛǘȅΣ ŎƻǳǊŀƎŜΣ ǎŜǊǾŀƴǘƘƻƻŘΣ ǊŜǎǇŜŎt and gentleness (Philippians 2:1, 

Peter 3.15) 

We have a new purpose to live for, to serve him and the world for which he died. (Philippians 

1.4) 

6. LASTLY: IN THE PALM OF HIS HAND  

Place your finger in the middle of the palm and ask: are you ready to put yourself in 

DƻŘΩǎ ƘŀƴŘǎΚ 

SOURCE: The preceding five paragraphs are extracts from a tract ά.ŜŎƻƳƛƴƎ ŀ CƻƭƭƻǿŜǊ 

of Jesus Christ". 
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TOOL TWO ς GOSPEL FOR SINNERS - IN DIAGRAMS 
This time we demonstrate the Gospel using the booklet from John Mallison. It is available to 

copy on his Christian Mentoring website: http://www.johnmallison.com/data/GOSTRACT.pdf 

TOOL THREE ς GOSPEL FOR THE SINNED-AGAINST ς ON HAND 
This tool uses the hand again, in a zig-zag pattern starting at the opposite end, the thumb. It 

starts from the point for someone who has been sinned-against, not someone who is aware that 

they are sinner. But where is your friend at right now? 

TOP OF THE THUMB ς It sticks out of the news like a sore thumb, a lot of people are hurting and 

something is very wrong with the world. 

ACROSS THE PALM ς People need a hand and it will make a difference. In Christianity it is 

called ά[ƻǾƛƴƎ your neighbour as much as ȅƻǳ ƭƻǾŜ ȅƻǳǊǎŜƭŦέΦ 

TO THE LITTLE FINGER ς Jesus really means that command. In the great day of judgement 

ƘŜ ǎŀȅǎ ƛǎ ƛƴ aŀǘǘƘŜǿ нр ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ƧǳŘƎŜŘ ŀŎŎƻǊŘƛƴƎ ǘƻ Ƙƻǿ ǿŜ ǘǊŜŀǘŜŘ ǘƘŜ άƭŜŀǎǘ ƻŦ 

ǘƘŜǎŜέΦ  How will we do this? 

POINTER FINGER ς We can point at others and say Ψthey/someone 

should do somethingΩ. We can blame others or God for hurting us and 

ƘǳǊǘƛƴƎ ƻǘƘŜǊǎΦ .ǳǘ ŀǊŜƴΩǘ ǿŜ ŘƻƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƳŜ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ ŀǎ ǘƘŜƳΚ  Letting it all go 

by to someone else is a way of staying in this zone. Blame is not going to change 

anything. 

TWO FINGERS TELL US TO CHOOSE 

¶ THE TALL FINGER ƛǎ ǿƘŀǘ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǳǎŜ ǘƻ άƎƛǾŜ ǘƘŜ ōƛǊŘέ ǘƻ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ ς to tell them to go away 

and not to bother them. That is one of our choices in life. That is what is keeping the 

world in its vicious circles.  

¶ THE RING FINGER, where wedding rings are worn to seal our heart to another 

person.  Jesus asks for that response from each of us.  

HERE IS OUR CHOICE: We can live the heart of Jesus or we can give it the bird. Are you 

willing and ready to choose?  

  

http://www.johnmallison.com/data/GOSTRACT.pdf
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DISCUSSION GROUPS 
After you have walked through and physically practiced these moves, discuss these questions. 

Imagine you are seeking to explain these to a not-yet-Christian. Keep it simple and avoid 

preaching a sermon to them! 

Commence with the question assigned to your group. Appoint someone to listen, remember and 

summarise your discussion, reporting it back to the whole group later.  

1. In what ways do humans "fall short of the beauty of God's plan"? 

2. How would you sensitively explain their separation from God and the consequences? 

3. How would you sensitively explain to someone who has been hurt many times in life, 

why should they put their trust in God? 

4. Explain how the beauty of the holiness of God is evidenced in the Gospel? 

5. What is the difference between believing that God exists and believing in him? 

6. With such an alive gospel, why is church sometimes boring? 

 



         Makes You Wonder 4: THE Story Page 27 

 

).42/$5#4)/. 4/ %8%2#)3%3  
υȟ φȟ χ Ǫ ψ 

THERE ARE BASICALLY FOUR QUESTIONS 
These exercises are both challenging and rewarding. 

Unchurched people around us need Christian belief to be tough enough to carry them through 

life. So, they are entitled to test it and us to see how genuine we are and how tough is the 

Gospel. Therefore they will have some hard questions for us to answer in the light of harsh 

reality. It can sound harsh, too. 

Rather than being defensive however, we can welcome these as opportunities to show the 

Gospel in a great light. These answers de-institutionalise the faith. They move right away from 

ǘƘŜ ƭƻŦǘȅ ŀōǎǘǊŀŎǘ ƭŀƴƎǳŀƎŜ ƻŦ ǿƻǊŘǎ ƭƛƪŜ ΨƻƳƴƛ-ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘΩΣΨƻƳƴƛǎŎƛŜƴǘΩ ŀƴŘ ΨǇǊŜŘŜǎǘƛƴŀǘƛƻƴΩΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ 

ŀǊŜ ǘƻƻ ƘŀǊŘ ǘƻ ŜǾŜǊ ǘƘƛƴƪ ŀōƻǳǘ ǎŜƴǎƛōƭȅΦ DŜǘ ǊŜŀƭΣ ƎŜǘ ŘƻǿƴΦ ¢ƘŀǘΩǎ ǿƘȅ WŜǎǳǎ ŎŀƳŜ ǘƻ ŜŀǊǘƘΣ 

remember? 

Four questions summarise almost all the major objections against Christian faith. If you can learn 

the structure of these questions, you may be surprised to discover that you have capacity for 

most questions. ¢Ƙŀǘ ǿƻǳƭŘ ƴƻǘ ōŜ ŀ ǊŜŀǎƻƴ ǘƻ ŀŎǘ ƭƛƪŜ ΨƘŜŀǊŘ ƛǘ ŀƭƭ ōŜŦƻǊŜΩΣ ƘƻǿŜǾŜǊΦ 

EXERCISE 5: PROBLEMS OF EVIL AND SUFFERING 
Questions where suffering is thought to show that God is less powerful or less good than we say. 

Rather, it shows the love, the presence, the patience and the plans of God for humanity. 

EXERCISE 6: PROBLEMS OF TRUTH AND PROOF 
Questions where any uncertainty is thought to show that we cannot be single-minded about 

Jesus Christ being the only way to the Father. Rather, it shows that our faith can be secured on 

very many grounds and on much evidence. 

EXERCISE 7: PROBLEMS WITH CHURCH 
Questions where the behaviour of some Christians past or present, near or far, calls into 

question whether Jesus Christ can make a difference in our lives. Rather, it shows that the 

problem of sin is serious for everyone personally, and every organisation, so that the only hope 

for us is to pursue the way of 

forgiveness. 
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EXERCISE 8: THE COST OF FORGIVENESS 
²Ƙȅ ŎŀƴΩǘ DƻŘ Ƨǳǎǘ ƭŜǘ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ Ǝƻ ŦǊŜŜΚ ²Ƙȅ ŘƻŜǎ ǘƘŜǊŜ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƻ ōŜ ŀ ŎǊƻǎǎΚ ²Ƙȅ ŘƻŜǎ ǊŜŎŜƛǾƛƴƎ 

forgiveness have a cost - where people count the cost, note the losses from going forward and 

grieve? Sometimes the pain from a loss of egotism is felt as humiliation. Sometimes a sexual 

relationship or habit is threatened and the person feels like they are being sentenced to 

loneliness or being asked to show impossible self-restraint. The loss is real, and it is not helpful 

to dismiss them or play at heroic self-sacrifice when people are only just beginning.  On the 

other hand, forgiveness always costs somebody something. So what is the price that the Jesus 

has paid? 

None of them is the one big question for everyone. There is an exercise in each of these to 

follow. 

The same question can come out in different ways. When people are making their comment, 

they may be philosophical, historical or personal, even intimate. Always remember before trying 

to offer an answer to first ask and listen for the part of the question which really matters, at 

heart level; the question behind the question, the story that makes this important for them. If 

ȅƻǳ ŘƻƴΩǘΣ ȅƻǳ ǿƛƭƭ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ǊƛƴƎ ƘƻƭƭƻǿΦ 

There is a second reason for the importance of these four questions. If people have not asked 

these questions before entry to the faith, they will fall away when they soon encounter the 

problems within the faith. eg. Differences of Christian ƛƴǘŜǊǇǊŜǘŀǘƛƻƴǎ ŀǊŜ άǇǊƻōƭŜƳǎ ǿƛǘƘ ǘǊǳǘƘέΦ 

The failings of Christians ǿƘƻƳ ǘƘŜȅ ƭƻƻƪ ǳǇ ǘƻ ŀǊŜ άǇǊƻōƭŜƳǎ ǿƛǘƘ /ƘǊƛǎǘƛŀƴǎέΦ {ƻƳŜ ŦŜǊǾŜƴǘ 

ǇǊŀȅŜǊǎ ƭŜŦǘ ǳƴŀƴǎǿŜǊŜŘ ŀǊŜ άǇǊƻōƭŜƳǎ ǿƛǘƘ ŜǾƛƭέΦ  

 

Many of us have failed to face these things ourselves, and have opted for church discussions 

which are easier, and consequently weaker in faith. As you head into the dialogue, your healing 

may be ahead. Unresolved hurts may emerge in these questions - God given opportunities to 

surrender the hurt or anger to him for deeper healing and grace. Acknowledge these to the 

other person. This is integrity in action, and it models open discovery of more of God. 

 

CONCLUSION 
To summarise, these exercises expect we will not have a quick and complete answer.  It asks us 

to enter into the question, earn trust, find the real issue, get behind the words to the things that 

prompt the question. The frameworks offered here provide a range of approaches to try over a 

period of interaction and dialogue. These frameworks are pastorally sensitive and theologically 

ƘŜƭǇŦǳƭΦ LǘΩǎ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ [ƻǾŜ ƻŦ WŜǎǳǎΦ {ƻ ŜǾŜƴ ƛŦ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ŎŀƴΩǘ ƘŜŀǊ ŦǊƻƳ ƻǳǊ ƳƻǳǘƘǎ ŎƭŜŀǊƭȅΣ 

they will feel it through our friendship. 

 

http://faith.eg/
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GOAL 
To share good news amongst evil and suffering.  

INTRODUCTION 
¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƎǊŜŀǘŜǎǘ ƛǎǎǳŜǎ ƛƴ ƭƛŦŜΦ Lǘ ǎǘǊƻƴƎƭȅ ǎƘŀǇŜǎ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΩǎ ōŜƭƛŜŦǎΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴ (like 

all the others in this series) may be asked in many forms - from the philosophical to the very 

intimate, for instance: 

¶ "If God is there, and he is perfectly good and all-powerful," they might ask, "why is the 

evil in the world so vicious?" 

¶ "How can an all good, all powerful God allow evil to exist? How can he just stand by?"  

¶ "Why is this happening to me?" 

¶ "Why doesn't God stop the wars and the floods?"  

¶ "How can a good God send people to Hell?" 

¶ "Why couldn't we help?" 

Leader gives an example of a time when they experienced this struggle. 

KEY QUESTION 
We are going to look at one of the 

hardest questions in all of life. 

Scenario: a parent lost their child to 

cancer 10 years ago. They hear you 

speak of your love of God and then 

they ask: 

"How come god made my baby 

suffer so much?"   

What would you do and say to enter into 

this question and help that person to 

understand God in that situation.   

Learn both process and promise. It is most important to think what's important about both 

how you approach the person as well as addressing the question. You may offend if you 

neglect either side of those two. Please, no one-minute answers in this exercise! "Speak the 

truth in love". (Ephesians 4:15) 

SMALL GROUP EXERCISE 
Form groups of three or four, one to take notes. Allow fifteen minutes in small groups to 

discuss it, then five minutes for the group to list things that they would seek to say over some 
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period of time, not necessarily all at once. In a separate column, things they feel are important 

to do or remember. One of the best responses is probably: έL ŘƻƴΩǘ ƪƴƻǿ ǿƘŀǘ ǘƻ ǎŀȅΦέ aŀȅōŜ 

start there. 

FEEDBACK TO WHOLE GROUP 
Write up the Suffering Framework on the whiteboard, 

and then record the groupsΩ responses into the Frame, 

including comments on both content and approach.  

SUFFERING FRAME  
1 I am with you. Listen and help. See who cares.  

2 God is with you. Not caused by God. He is on your 

side. 

3 Good comes. Redemption begins. Hold on to hope 

4 God comes so respond and go with the good things that He is doing with the world. 

This frame is like downstairs and upstairs on a staircase or ladder called Hope. 

DISCUSSION POINTS 
a. Acknowledge their pain. "I do not know the answer yet. We will see why one day. But just 

now it just hurts". 

b. What is God up to all this time? "God has pledged himself to bring good out of evil, some 

now, and fully in the end. God has a hurting heart and has pledged to end the suffering. 

c. άFocus on pain, not on blame" is a good proverb. 

d. People need to know that we have been there. It is very important. So tell a story of God's 

grace in your own suffering, but careful not to undervalue or overpower the present 

experience of this other person.  

e. Why does God wait? God places high value on human freedom, because true love only 

comes from true freedom. God has given a high responsibility to humans to care for each 

other.  

ŦΦ LǎƴΩǘ DƻŘ ΨomnipotentΩ? God is more interested in coming close in the actuality of life than in 

getting a reputation for high-sounding words. 

ƎΦ tŜƻǇƭŜ ǳǎǳŀƭƭȅ ǘŀƭƪ ŀōƻǳǘ ΨŦǊŜŜǿƛƭƭΩ as a way to describe the love that God waits to see. 

Philosophically that gets difficult to process. It is probably better to talk about the 

Ψresponsibility ǿŜ ƘǳƳŀƴǎ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƻǿŀǊŘǎ ŜŀŎƘ ƻǘƘŜǊ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ΨǊŜǎǇƻƴǎŜ-ŀōƛƭƛǘȅΩ ǿŜ ƴŜŜŘΦ  

g. There are stages to grief and therefore stages in people's ability to hear our answers 

without misconstruing them. When people ask "sensible questions", but cannot grasp the 

answers, it is because their feelings of hurt are unsatisfied, not because their minds are 

unsatisfied. How will I know when to move on further? "Eyes with tears cannot see 

perspective." If they get angry (watching?), you moved too soon. 

3

1 

4 

1 

2 
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CONCLUSION 
This question seems to challenge God in many ways. Once explored, however, it highlights the 

plan of God to eradicate all evil in all forms, and yet to love a people of his own. Evil is still 

with us, not overpowered yet, so that ǎƘƻǿǎ Ƙƻǿ ŘǊŀǎǘƛŎŀƭƭȅ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ ƛǘ ƛǎ ǘƘŀǘ DƻŘΩǎ ŦƻǊƳ ƻŦ 

love is necessary to achieve the final solution. 

 
HOW TO USE THE SUFFERING FRAME 
Generally speaking it is best to move carefully from 1 through to 4. It can be summarised thus: 

мΦ L ŘƻƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ŀƴǎǿŜǊǎΣ Ƨǳǎǘ ƘƻǇŜΦ L ŀƳ ǿƛǘƘ ȅƻǳ ƛƴ ǘƘƛǎ ƳŜǎǎΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ǘƻƻ ǿƛƭƭ ǇŀǎǎΦ  

2. God is struggling along with you. He understands. Is he bringing some good out of 

this evil even now?  

3. God shows Ultimate Love in a world gone awry. Jesus heals and forgives. 

4. God will make all things new One Day So take up his way of love and forgiveness.  

Some other points along the way: 

a. Any greater intervention by God is The Judgement. He waits in order to give us 

space to come to him. It is worth it? 

b. If evil is bad, join God in opposing all hurt and evil. Repent and love more. See the 

ŎŀǊǘƻƻƴ άL ǿŀǎ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƻ ŀǎƪ DƻŘ ǿƘȅ ƘŜ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ Řƻ ƳƻǊŜ ŀōƻǳǘ ǎǳŦŦŜǊƛƴƎ ōǳǘ ǘƘŜƴ he 

ŀǎƪŜŘ ƳŜ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƳŜ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴέ 

c. Card-ǇƭŀȅƛƴƎ ŀƴŀƭƻƎȅΥ ²Ŝ Ŏŀƴƴƻǘ ƘŜƭǇ ǿƘŀǘ ΨƘŀƴŘΩ ǿŜ ŀǊŜ ŘŜŀƭǘΣ ōǳǘ ǿŜ Ŏŀƴ ŘŜŎƛŘŜ 

how to deal with it. We become bitter or better. 

d. Trust God that he judges with holy love and it will all be worth it in the end. 

e. This is a complex and difficult question, but it is neither necessary nor desirable for 

one person to have the answers for everybody. 

f. We ŘƻƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƻ ōƭŀƳŜ ǎƛƴ ƻǊ {ŀǘŀƴ ŦƻǊ ŜǾŜǊȅǘƘƛƴƎ ς they are not that big. There are 

five different and independent sources of evil today ς sin from within people,  being 

sinned against,  the Satan and his associates , the sorrow and sickness of a fallen 

world, and lastly the systemic or structural evil arising from the world's political or 

business or cultural systems. Get youǊ ŘƛŀƎƴƻǎƛǎ ǊƛƎƘǘ ƻǊ ȅƻǳ ŎŀƴΩǘ ǘǊŜŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŘƛǎŜŀǎŜΗ  

g. This question can upset people if it triggers deeply hurting memories. If so, ask them 

to stay, but they may be less embarrassed if they go to sit up the back with a friend. 

Ensure that they are receiving adequate help before you leave. 
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GOAL 
To share good news amongst evil and suffering.  

INTRODUCTION 
¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƎǊŜŀǘŜǎǘ ƛǎǎǳŜǎ ƛƴ ƭƛŦŜΦ Lǘ ǎǘǊƻƴƎƭȅ ǎƘŀǇŜǎ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΩǎ ōŜƭƛŜŦǎΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴ (like 

all the others in this series) may be asked in many forms - from the philosophical to the very 

intimate.  

THE SUFFERING FRAME 
This frame is a tool that is like downstairs and upstairs on a staircase or ladder called Hope. 

These are the steps: 
мΦ L ŘƻƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ŀƴǎǿŜǊǎΣ Ƨǳǎǘ ƘƻǇŜΦ L ŀƳ ǿƛǘƘ ȅƻǳ ƛƴ ǘƘƛǎ ƳŜǎǎΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ǘƻƻ ǿƛƭƭ ǇŀǎǎΦ  

2. God is struggling along with you. He understands. Is 

he bringing some good out of this evil even now?  

3. God shows Ultimate Love in a world gone awry. Jesus 

heals and forgives. 

4. God will make all things new One Day So take up his 

way of love and forgiveness.  

CONCLUSION 
This question seems to challenge God in many ways. Once explored, however, it highlights the 

plan of God to eradicate all evil in all forms, and yet to love a people of his own. Evil is still 

with us, not overpowered yet, so that shows how drastically impoǊǘŀƴǘ ƛǘ ƛǎ ǘƘŀǘ DƻŘΩǎ ŦƻǊƳ ƻŦ 

love is necessary to achieve the final solution. 

 

3

1 
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This may surprise you.  Lǘ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ƳŀǘǘŜǊ initially whether you belieǾŜ άWŜǎǳǎ ƛǎ 

the only way and he will judge humankindέ (exclusivist), άWŜǎǳǎ ƛǎ ƻƴŜ ǿŀȅ ŀƳƻƴƎ Ƴŀƴȅ and 

helps us to live a fruitful lifeέ (inclusivist) ƻǊ άWŜǎǳǎ ƛǎ ƎǊŜŀǘ ŀƴŘ L ŎŀƴΩt comment about anyone 

ŜƭǎŜΩǎ ǊŜƭƛƎƛƻƴ because God accepts everyone unconditionallyέ όǇƭǳǊŀƭƛǎǘύ. When meeting 

together as two or more religious communities, we must always engage with gentleness of heart 

and respect for their position and humility in our choice of words όм tŜǘŜǊ оΦмсύΦ  ¢ƘŀǘΩǎ w.E.G ς 

respect, engage, gently. 

LŦ ǿŜ ǇǊƻŎŜŜŘ ƛƴǎǘŜŀŘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ΨŎǳǇ ƻŦ ǘŜŀ ŀƴŘ ǎȅƳǇŀǘƘȅΩ ŀǇǇǊƻŀch, or with Ψŀ ǎƳƛƭŜ ǊŜǾŜŀƭǎ ǘƘŜ 

ǘŜŜǘƘΩΣ ǿŜ Ŏŀƴ ǊƛƎƘǘƭȅ ōŜ ŀŎŎǳǎŜŘ ƻŦ ŀǊǊƻƎŀƴŎŜ ƻǊ ŦŀƭǎƛǘȅΦ !ƴȅƻƴŜ ǿƘƻ ǇǊŜǘŜƴŘǎ ǘƻ ƭƛǎǘŜƴ Ƨǳǎǘ ǎƻ 

they can get to their own speech is rude. Similarly, give up the theological hair-splitting that 

stops us from conversation wiǘƘ ƻǳǊ ƴŜƛƎƘōƻǳǊǎΦ ¸ƻǳ ŎŀƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ŀƴ ŀƴǎǿŜǊ ǘƻ ȅƻǳǊ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴǎ 

until you start talking.  

¸ƻǳ ŎŀƴΩǘ ƪƴƻǿ ǿƘŜǘƘŜǊ ȅƻǳ ŀǊŜ ŜȄŎƭǳǎƛǾƛǎǘ Σ ƛƴŎƭǳǎƛǾƛǎǘ ƻǊ ǇƭǳǊŀƭƛǎǘ ƻǊ ǾŀǊƛŀǘƛƻƴǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜǎŜΣ ǳƴǘƛƭ 

you have entered the process. The great books you read are someone eƭǎŜΩǎ ƎǊŜŀǘ ƧƻǳǊƴŜȅ ς 

ǿƘŀǘΩǎ ȅƻǳǊǎΚ ¸ƻǳ ŎŀƴΩǘ Řƻ ƛǘ ŦǊƻƳ ŀƴ ƻŦŦǎƘƻǊŜ ǘƘŜƻǊŜǘƛŎŀƭ ƛǎƭŀƴŘΗ 

LŦ ǿŜ ǇǊƻŎŜŜŘ ōȅ ΨǘƘǊƻǿƛƴƎ ƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ōŀōȅ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ōŀǘƘǿŀǘŜǊΩΣ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǎΣ ōȅ ǳƴŘŜǊƳƛƴƛƴƎ ƳŀƧƻǊ 

Christian beliefs with an easy nod and acceptance of another view, we are actually trying to 

avoid the dialogue. You will frustrate your partners in dialogue. We must be who we are, 

followers of Jesus Christ. To be anything else is to be disrespectful of self, and that too is a 

manipulative stance. It is not about you, it is about 

communities. 

With these three points above in place, Christians 

who join in inter-communal dialogue report that they 

learn more deeply and strongly about their own faith. 

A few persons are converted after a long time, by the 

Grace of God. Many more will take Jesus on board for 

where they are at, and theologians are looking at that 

afresh. 
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GOAL 
To share the good news for scepticism; to show how well founded is Jesus' claim to be the 

Way, the Truth and the Life. 

INTRODUCTION 

There are various good reasons for this to be a tough question. At best, it is not enough for 

people to take your word for anything. They must discover the truth of Christ for themselves. 

They may also be coming from a viewpoint that predisposes them to ignore the gospel, e.g. 

they may have a "relativist" view that "what is true for you is your truth only, mine is a 

different truth". Alternatively, they may just need reliable information due to the very many 

funny ideas that circulate about the original story and its transmission through the centuries. 

We can be persuasive because the evidence for Christianity is enormous. You may have to 

start reading. Some MYWResources can direct you. 

KEY QUESTION 
Someone has heard the three stories (Section 3) 

from you, and asks: 

ϦIƻǿ Řƻ ȅƻǳ ƪƴƻǿ ƛǘΩǎ ƴƻǘ Ƨǳǎǘ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ƛƴ 

your headΚέ 

SMALL GROUPS (15 MINUTES) 
In groups of three or four, discuss your 

responses. One person takes notes to submit 

group's answer. 

TOGETHER 
Write on the whiteboard the four different 

bases of establishing the truth, then record 

group answers under the headings: 

1. Sciences 

2. My experiences 

3. Experiences of the many 

4. History 

 

DISCUSSION 

You can find a lot more resources 

on the Makes You Wonder 

website, just click on the reference 

to Max Doubt. 
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(a) Some people are persuaded more by one sort of truth-basis than another, depending on 

personality, culture or education. Therefore, if the group before you is fairly homogeneous, 

there will sometimes be occasions when one or two of the categories on the board may seem 

a little bare after the feedback time. If so, 

prompt further reflection by asking a different 

question from "Other Questions". 

(b) For people who do not accept that the Bible 

is the Word of God, it is usually 

counterproductive to keep on pushing it. That is 

a mature faith stance, not a pre-condition of 

faith. There are some Christians who seem to 

love to reduce all arguments to this. We have far 

more on our side, so try a different approach! 

(c) Many people cannot accept the idea that anything is "the truth". Except mathematics! It 

sounds arrogant to be so absolute, they feel. But we can know the mountain is there and how 

to walk into it, without claiming to know all about the mountain. 

(d) Faith is not just a "leap in the dark". It is trusting in Jesus on the basis of good wisdom, 

ǎƻƳŜ ǘƘƛƴƪƛƴƎΣ ǿƛŘŜ ƻōǎŜǊǾŀǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ǇŜǊǎƻƴŀƭ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜΦ ²ƘŜƴ ǿŜ ΨƭŜŀǇΩΣ ƭƛƪŜ ƭŀǳƴŎƘƛƴƎ ƻƴ ŀ 

voyage, we launch in the full light of what God has done. To change the analogy, it is like 

learning a second language. First a little, then some more, gradually a conversation, and so on. 

NOTES ABOUT THIS EXERCISE 
(a) Many resources are available to convey this information. 

(b) Sometimes we can say, "a person with an experience is not at the mercy of a person with 

an argument". 

OTHER PROBLEMS TO USE 
¶ "The early church gradually changed the story of Jesus into a miracle story." 

¶ "You are a Christian because you were born here. If you had been born in India you'd 

be a Hindu. It's all the same really." 

¶ άL could never believe like you do. I just don't see how I could make such a blind leap 

of faith." 

¶ "I just want to be sure. I've never studied it like you have." 

¶ "Even if 500 lawyers and doctors signed a paper saying that Jesus had risen from the 

dead, I still would not believe it. Miracles don't happen." 

¶ "The Bible is full of contradictions. You can't believe in it." 

(!.$/54 -97φȢ   
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GOAL 
To share the good news to sceptics; to show how well founded is Jesus' claim to be the 

Way, the Truth and the Life. 

INTRODUCTION 

There are various good reasons for this to be a tough problem. At best, it is not enough for 

people to take your word for anything. They 

must discover the truth of Christ for 

themselves. They may also be coming from a 

viewpoint that predisposes them to ignore the 

gospel, e.g. they may have a "relativist" view 

that "what is true for you is your truth only; 

mine is a different truth". Alternatively, they 

may just need reliable information due to the 

very many funny ideas that circulate about the 

original story and its transmission through the 

centuries. We can be persuasive because the 

evidence for Christianity is enormous. 

FOUR DIFFERENT BASES OF 

ESTABLISHING THE TRUTH, 
(a) Sciences 

(b) My Experiences  

(c) Experiences of the many 

(d) History  

CONCLUSION 
Many resources are available to convey this information. 

Sometimes we can say, "a person with an experience is not at the mercy of a person with an 

argument". 

 

You can find a lot more resources 

on the Makes You Wonder 

website; just click on the reference 

to Max Doubt. 
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GOAL 
To share the good news for hypocrites; to show the deep need in humanity 

for the Holy Spirit to save and sanctify. 

INTRODUCTION 
The history of the church is scorched with fires of abuse, bigotry, stupidity, murder, corruption 

and cowardice. We like to say that they were not acting on the gospel. On the other hand, it is 

perfectly fair for people to look at us to see if this gospel actually works in practice.  

Often their criteria for evaluating Christianity are quite misinformed: "You swore! I thought 

you were a Christian." Time to inform them.  

Other times they are telling us we have been caught in our own agenda: ά²Ƙy are the 

churches so opposed to ƎŀȅǎΚέ 

"Remember when the Christians were 

bombing each other in Northern 

Ireland?" "What about all the different 

denominations?"  It is not then time to 

defend, it is probably time to apologize. 

KEY QUESTION 
Someone has heard you speak of your 

love of God and says: " i had enough 

religion rammed down my throat. It's 

not for me." How would you hope to 

respond, over a period of time, not 

just first words. 

SMALL GROUPS 
In groups of three or four, discuss your responses. One person takes notes to submit group's 

answer. 
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TOGETHER 
Write on the whiteboard the four headings of the 

Hypocrisy Frame, then record group answers under 

them, noting both content and approach, and process 

and promise. Then discuss the results. 

 

HYPOCRISY FRAME 
CHRISTIANS FAIL Χ 

HYPOCRISY IS Χ 

HUMANS ALL Χ 

JESUS OFFERS Χ 

DISCUSSION 
Some of the following may come up in the discussions. 

(a) Many people have given up on church but not on Jesus. Others can't see Jesus because 

they put someone else in the way. The focus is Jesus. We are not inviting people to church but 

to him. In fact, they might not survive our church unless they see this clearly. 

(b) God is committed to putting fallible people up front in his plan, in order that we grow as a 

community of grace. This often results in our mistakes becoming glaringly obvious. This is hard 

to accept sometimes, and many Christians need help to accept it humbly and get going. 

(c) Look at some of the weird and awful things that some of the biblical characters were! God 

still used them, and was able to change them. 

(d) The need for forgiveness and a life-changing force within us. 

(e) Is there anyone here who has NEVER been hypocritical, that is, never failed to live up to 

their own best standards? Are there any social entities or institutions in society (schools, 

unions, banks, sport teams, etc) that have NEVER failed the persons they are there to serve? 

Hypocrisy is normal. 

(f) Do you personally prefer a faulty person who admits it, or an idealistic person who 

overlooks their failings? Why? 

CONCLUSION 
All people are hypocrites. We all fall down against our own standards. It is not a statement 

about the church as about every organisation and every individual. It is the most basic bias of 

humankind, that we know what to do but we do not do it. Christians admit it every Sunday in 

their prayers of confession. The church needs to admit it more often, and be credible about 

their actions to follow it up. The gospel says that this is the most basic need, and addresses it 

directly. 
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NOTES ABOUT THIS EXERCISE 
Many Christian people are looking for a place to have their own hurt heard and valued. They may 

use this session as their opportunity, and they may be angry. Be sensitive to this by the way you 

hear and appreciate both the sinner and the sinned-against who are in the session with you. You 

must model for them a way of speaking with non-Christians. 

¶ Everyone has their horror stories. After you have heard a few such stories, do not allow the 

group to go on heaping vilification and discouragement on each other. Move to 

acknowledge that we all have these horror stories and that we will now focus on how to 

work with them, rather than be defeated by them. 

¶ Make a column on the right of the board and give the group  opportunities to record good 

questions that may be asked by the Christian, or other good insights about how to approach 

the matter. e.g. ŘƻƴΩǘ try to defend the church. Acknowledge the truth of their comment as 

much as possible while not trying to judge the case in the past. 

OTHER STATEMENTS FOR LATER  
"Christians are boring." 

ά¢ƘƻǎŜ ƳƛǎǎƛƻƴŀǊƛŜǎκǇǊƛŜǎǘǎ ŘƛŘ ƴƻǘ ƭƻƻƪ ŀŦǘŜǊ ƳŜΦ L ǿŀǎ ŀōǳǎŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŀǘ ǇƭŀŎŜΦέ 

άLǘΩǎ ƴƻǘ ǘƘŜ ŜǊǊƻǊǎ L ƘŀǘŜΣ ƛǘΩǎ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǾŜǊ-ups.  


