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What makes Jesus so special? What are the two models used
by Jesus and the apostles to present tpi@dnews?
You may beurprised at what you find.

How can we respond when people ask the really tough
guestions of suffering, of lack of proof, of hypocrisy in the
church, and the cost of discipleshi@®od questions are not
our enemies but our friends.

What sorts of evidere support the gospel story? What are the challenges of our lives

and times, the defining moments that summon us to take our place in the bigger picture?
How can we invite othersto Mal®5 A FF SNBYy OS 6a! 50 Ay (GKA& 4
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1  Findyour own voice in sharing théaith that you have
now, with the people you live and work with
1 Developconfidencein the paver ofyour Chrstian seff
Realiseafresh how great a gospelyou have received
1 Find fesh and biblial waysto shae this realisation in

smallsteps with those who hve no chuch

backgound.
Thefirst four booksincludeabout sixty exercisesthat can be usedin a small group in the
order given, ina class as aurriculum,in church & a series ofsermonsor in atraining
semina. You canalsodo theexercises individually détand alon&gxercises.
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1. Godis Like Jesus p.1
2. Turn the Page p.6
3. Lamb of God p. 14
4. Nutshell p. 20
5. Problems of Truth p. 29
6. Problems ofSuffering p. 34
7. Problems with Christians p. 37
8. Problems about the Cost p. 41
9. Y pointsg destiny, reality, morality,
history. p. 46
10. Fear of the Fire p. 53
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You could do this before, during, or after each sesgigour choice.
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GOAL

To tell the fascinating story of Jesus and show that everyomwited
and accountable to Him.

INTRODUCTION
Ge¢l1 9 {02 NE éemdsstelyfne true &drylaboat

Jesus, which is for everyone. Many people today know
almost nothing abat the story of Jesus Christ, or are

actuallyseriouslymisinformed. Hestill holds a fascination

for many others, evident in thenanyfilm interpretations
@ that have come out.

KEYQUESTION
|S LI K E What happened that made Jesus so significant?"

STEFONE  THINK

Take a moment to think how you would answer this
question in one minute as put to you by international
student (superb English) who comes from an atheist

country where nothing of this tradition is knowmNote:
Do not focus this time on your personalpexience of Christ (my storyhor on the long history
of interpretation of the church (our storyThis is the time to be more objective.

The Leader starts by giving an example of how one might artherdeey question. Then gives
them time to think of thix own response.

STEPTWO  SVALLGROUP
Groups of threelet eachpersontell their version of an answer.

Many people go on for ages, blinding people with too much information, because in their heads
they are imagining and already defending a number possibjections or questions. However,

those questions have not been asked yet! Be free enough to let new questions arise if they really
need to. Just tell it simply.

SO What are the points your group would malkh group writes down on one list all the
bullet points of the story which they share. Then give the triads three minutes to talk it over a bit.
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STEPTHREE ALLTOGETHER

List on the board the content of their stories,
into the categorieg LIFE CROSSSPIRIDf the
JESUS FRAME

We start with the story of the lived Life of Christ,
his Death andResurrection; Y R G KS WI F{ SNI
Jesus as the Holy Spirit continues his work.

DISCUSSIORDSSIBILITIES
(a) How hard was it to get down to the simple sto/Rat did youassume tlat people already
knew?

(b) Essential to any description of Jesus' life and teachibiblical termds hisINVITATION or
CALlto follow him as Lord and Saviour, and his role as Judge over every person's response to
that invitation.

(c)Ask them to suggest ber three point summaries. Write these up to aid memory. The effort
and time involved is very good for both retention and practise.

(d) We cannot say everything to everybody. Keep it short and simple and engaging so that
people can grasp at least this mudealy, then ASK them for their questions, their point of
view.

(e) Compare how New Testamentdhgelism broadly follows two roads, both emphasising
Christandrepentancebut in two different waysSee these exercises.

SOMENOTERABOUTTHISEXERCISE
f MeniAz2y (GKS bwSadzab @GARS2 2NJ a¢KS tlaarzyé |

1 Few groups mention the Last Day althougls ini all apostolic preaching.Has gone out
of favour. It may be worthwhile to show how this is the helpful "day of setting things
right", a happy day for the poor and broken who have been exploited for generations
without redress.

1 Some people often treat this as another "Jesusne" exercise, despite the request not
to. Enforce the distinction between "subjective" v "objective" OR "npeeence of the
truth" v "the events of Jesus life " OR "my journey" v'"the map" OR "what | have
received" v "all that there is to receive" OR some other simple way of explaining this
distinction.

9 It can be fun and helpful to come up with some Billboard-bners out of this exercise.
9d3d GLF &2dz ¢l yid G2 aSS D2Rx t221 |G wSadz
ar'tt tAFS YR t20S INB FTNRY D2R | YyRZ Ay WSa
Write these up with felt pens on sheets of mamand then bldac them around the walls
of your room. Put them all up. Discuss which ones are affirmative and inspiring and
which are sounding more defensive or aggressive.
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1 We are not just talking to atheists and agnostics. Followers of other religavmsone)

are our neighbours. This exercise is not about abstract and philosophical doctrines of

Christ but about the person of Jesus Christ. They will almost certainly have view, but

do not assume that you know what it will be. Religious ideas travel éatweligions,

FYR ARSI& NS AYAaLANBR 2N 602NNRgSRd® LF &2dz
Story of Jesus is history, and therefore public property, and he is discussed not just by

the Christians. Everyone is entitled to their view. Our higpnat the Gospel is

catching.

OTHER QUESTIONS T(D&EPER
Answer theeby telling THE STORY, not by tellingSWTORY thigne.

)l
)l
il

aGwSadza ¢l a I ANBFG GSFOKSNI 6dzi y2 Y2NB 2NJ f
"l believe God is everything, is you, is me. The trees are God too."
"God was here but he left earha creator maybe, but I'm agnostic after that. After all, |

haven't seen Him."

1 "There is more evidence for the rule of chaos than for the rule of a paf€®od."

1 "It doesn't matter what you believe, so long as you are sincere."

1 What do you really want people to know about Jesus?

1 What are people losing out on if they ignore/turn away from following Jesus?

1 ,2dz 02dzA R dzaS GKS NBapgaMNO& B¥ [KBSFSEG LI IS
CONCLUSION

Christianity is true, Jesus has happened. Christ is the centre of all time and space. All people
must now give explanation for these events.

Makes You Wonder 4: THE Story Page3
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GOAL

To tell the fascinating story of Jesus and show that everyomwited
and accountable to Him.

INTRODUCTION

Ge¢l 9 { G2 NE éemdsstelyfe trué &dryiabodit Jesus, which is for everyone. Many
people today know almost nothing about the story of Jesus Christ, or are actagusly
misinformed. Hestill holds a fascination for many others, evident in thanyfilm

interpretations that have come out.

KEYQUESTION

QUESTIONS TO GO HHEP

Wh at hap pened Answer these by telling THE STORY, not by telling MY STORY
this time.

A DA o N0l 7 awSadza 6ha b INBIG GSF OKSNI 0 dz
. . than other great prophets.”
so significant?

1 "I believe God is everything, is you, is me. The
trees are God too."

I—Ife 1 "God was here but he left earhya creator
maybe, but I'm agnostic after that. After
CI‘OSS all, I haven't seen Him."
9 "There is more evidence for the rule of dw
Spll’lt than for the rule of a personal God."

1 "It doesn't matter what you believe, so long as
you are sincere."

1 What do you really want people to know about Jesus?
1 What are people losing out on if they ignore/turn away from following Jesus?

f Youcouldusé KS NXa2dz2NOS 2y GKS ySEG LI 3AST ahy$S {

CONCLUSION

Christianity is true, Jesus has happened. Christ is the centre of all time and space. All people
must now give explanation for these events.
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One Solitary Life

Adapted fromDr James Arancis, © 1926

Hewas born in a stable in an obscure village,
the child of a peasant woman. He grew up in
b still another village, where he worked in a
carpenter shop until he was thirty.

Then for three years he was an itinerant

# preacher. Miracles came fsm his hands and

“ he was placed under investigation many

times. He never wrote a book. He never held

an office. He never had a family or owned a

house. He didn't go to university. He never

visited a big city. He never traveled 300

kilometres from the placewhere he was born.
W | ' He did none of the things one usually

ﬁ‘ k. : associates with greatness. He had no

| { ' credentials but himself.
Christianity ishecoming a miriority religion He was only thirty-three when the tide of

in Europe,asicongregations dwindle and . .. . . ..
IIIM public opinion turned against him. His friends

ran away. He was turned over to his enemies,

churches wrestle with scandal. But faith |
survives;in some surprising places ll”lll
s SRS and went through the mockery of a trial. He
was nailed to a cross between two thieves on the city dump. While he was dying, his
executioners gambled for his clothing, the only property he had on Earth. When he was
dead, He was laid in a borrowed grave. Somaw him alive again and ran through the whole
known world and beyond to proclaim the good news.

Twenty centuries have come and gone, and today he is a central figure of the human race,
esteemed in Christianity as Saviour and Lord, in Islam as a great prophie Judaism as an
early rabbi. His growing global movement is legendary in sacrificial community service,
even though they too are sometimes corrupted.

All the armies that ever marched, all the navies that ever sailed, all the parliament that ever
sat,all the kings that ever reigned, put together have not affected the life of man on Earth as
much as thatOne Solitary Life.

Q. Uponreading thislorg G | Y RA Yy 3 LJ2 LJdzf | NJ LIASOSZ ¢ KSNJ
Yy 2 §iQK

Q. How would you change whasays to fit today?
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GOAL

To notice how Jesus and the Apostles actually expressed the gospellighthe
of our current practice, and in the context of the people they were talking to

. "_"’.. A
TwOBIBLICAIPATTERNBOREVANGELISM
Jesuswith Jewish Nicodemus Jesus with the Samaritan Woman

INTRODUCTION

We must begin where they are, not where we want them to lbecoming to discipleship there
are many steps and stages in understanding God and our response to God.

The doctrine of Judttation by faith through the Atonement of the Cross is the cruglufistian
belief about salvation. But is this "the gospel" that Jesus and the Apostles preddaay?
assume it is, because it has been used that way for a long time when Australiay saset
largely Christian. It is not so any moteis good doctrine but is it always the first step in
evangelism? Let us take a look.

KEYQUESTION

"What was the message of theo&oel in this situation?"

STEFONE SVALLGROUPS

Divide up the bible passag@ssted below intofour groups.
John 3:321 ¢ Jesus and the Jewish Pharisee
John 4: 126, 3942 Jesus and the Samaritan Woman ~
Acts 17:115¢ Apostles in the Jewish Synagogues
Acts 17:1634 ¢ Apostles in the Foreign Marketplace

Page6 Makes You Wonder 4: THE Story



In groups of three ofour, take one passage each (assigned by the leader) for 20 minutes. Realize
that these passages are only a summary of what happened on that day. We are investigating
WhatRA R GKS& O02YYdzyA Ol G1SK¢

In each group, ominate one person to read thgassage ouloud, others reading along. Then
together make a summary of the content of the gosp@inmunication To whom were they are
talkingg what was their religious understanding? Be detectiglesk for clues in the action, the
setting,andthe preachinge.g.Acts 17:18 shows us that the Resurrection must have been
prominent in the message.

@ STEPTWO FEEDBACK

) Ly GKS ¢K2fS 3ANRdAzZIZ Fal F2NJ ANRc
/@" whether the audience were Jews or Gentiles.
-

! hy GKS 02FNR gNARGS @ofthérigh f STO ¢
G¢2 DSYGAf Saodé

Ask the groupsiVhat is the same? What is different?

On the left hand they focus on the Creskesus is Saviouand then move to discuss his
Lordship.

On the right hand, it is the other way around. They begin with Gamhisern for human
searching the Creator and Lordand then his role as Saviour/Judge.

You may wish to compare them with some small evangelistic leaflets and sermons you have seen
or heard. See, for example, the study at the end of this session.

SOMENOTERABOUTTHISEXERCISE

1 We want people to look afresh at what the passage says, not just read into it what they
already think it means. Ask "where do you see that in the passage"? Stick to the
language and content of the passage.

1 Sometimes, people quotk Corinthians 2::b as though to show that Paul regretted his
approach in Athens. It should be noted, though, that "when | (Paul) came to you
(Corinth)" (2 Corinthians 2:1), he first went into the synagogue. (Acts5)8:1

DISCUSSIORDINTS
(a) FROM whataks the passage say that the hearers repent? TO what do they turn?

(b) What knowledge of God's revelation in Scripture, in humanity, in miracle, and in creation did
they have/not have?

(c) Why is the Crog¢OTalways mentioned®npack what it presupposes.
(d) What are the most consistent concerns?

As | see them they are always showing concern for living by the TRUTH, openness to the work of
the SPIRIT, the significance of Jesus' RESURRECTION and his role as the Universal JUDGE. Are
they your consistent tames when you share the faith?
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(e) Why is Jesus himself always the central point of the discussion?

() Where do you see how creative these evangelists were in their communication?

(g) How did they initially provoke people's attention and desire to hearefho

CONCLUSION

There are two major paradigms biblical evangelism used by the apostles and Jesus. We may
have theological arguments to justify ourselves, but biblically we make a big mistake if we only

have one.
UNPLEASANT (OMFORTING
TRUTHS LIES
%
\ S == é ) I
\
W, ¢
NN >~
SHOHAMBERS

Page8 Makes You Wonder 4: THE Story



(1. $/58718¢C
452 4( D ' D
&1 ¥ (.04/1% (.1

GoAL

To notice how Jesus and the Apostles actually expressed the gospellightiedf our current
practice, and in the context of the people they were talking to.

IR e

TwOBIBLICAIPATTERNBOREVANGELISM
Jesus with Jewish Nicodemus Jesus with the Samaritan Woman

8524 ( %2 4 (R%W3IHN52#% 0! 0 %2

A CHANGE OPARADIGM INBIBLICAEVANGELISM

ABSTRACThis paper provides an accessible biblical model for changes that are takiagrplac
mission strategies, but which are often thought of only pragmatically, and which are therefore
rejected by some traditional evangelicals. Much evangelism in a Christendom culture has been
modelled on John 3, reaching its height in the 1950s. An ucbledrculture which is spiritually
puzzled needs an evangelism modelled on John 4.

INTRODUCTION

Standard evangelical evangelism.
T /1YS G2 Ada KSAIKIG gAGK ! I y3 Plloviel BtheDa aA daA
1959 Billy Graham Crusade, with peopfehurch background.

Makes You Wonder 4: THE Story Page9



1 lItsform is always thidnvite them to come to church/dinner/Alpha and hear a sermon
based on the bible.

1 TheGospeis:that God commands all to repent and believe th@vs abouthe cross of
Jesus ChristWe are not saved througbur works.

Standard Liberal Evangelism
1 Has not found its evangelistic voice historically, with few exceptions, so liberal churches
have declined.

1 Provided safer spaces to express doubts against orthodox Christianity.
1 Iltsform is¢ come to church and seeolwv open we areGet involved.
1 The gospel is that God does not judge us, but inspires us like Jesus towards peace and

social justice. We are all already saved.

WHATSQ DIFFERENYOW?
1. Starting pointsunchurched, urbibled, visual and too busy.

2. Understandingg no Creator, no Goodness, suspicion of church and bible.
3. What they need; provocation by need and by wonder.
4. What we must say first=evangelism in stages.

In the following Bible chapters, | will give two examples from each of the above categories, to
illustrate that these changes in theology and strategy were already in practise at the beginning
2T (KS OKdzZNOKQa YAadairzyo

1. Starting Poing
a. Relocation: Nicodemwu®mes talesus,
Jesugyoes toSamaria; out of his way to a place of real difficulty.

b. Knowedge: N believes thBible 3.10
The Womardoes not know mucteally. 4.19,20

2. Understandings
a. Ethics: The Pharisee believes in es@hing truth, and the goal of virtue,
The woman is doing the best she can under the circumstances.

b. Authority: Jessi quotes the scriptures as authority to N,
Jesus sidesteps the religious question of authority, without giving all away.

3. What they need.

Id® CAYRAY3I 9YyUNEB t2AyGaY b Aad 2LSYSR dzZlJ 68 daidK
tKS 22YFy Aa 2LISYSR SOSHKEARZORIOYSEI HKAOIKKAAITK
b. Focus on Empty Points: Jesus confronts N with his religious and intellectual barriers to the

spirit. Issue is pride.

PagelO Makes You Wonder 4: THE Story



Jesus (acting as a fool) invites a disowned woman to fullness of life in the spirit. Issue is
ignorance ¢f Acts 17 the same dichotomy in method)

4. Whatwe mustsay first R2y Qi aGNAGS F2NJ ol tFyOS 2N 2NIK2R;
either)

F® b20KAY 3 0 @A hearkabodt the Bidas firgthe Sekpént lifted up, imagine.

The Woman hearabout wellspring first (imagine) and about Jesus as Saviour last.

b. Repentance from and to: The religious must be born again of the spirit from heaven, the
stumbling block of the Cros¥ou should not live this way.

The nonreligious must be invited intthe life that fulfils them, he offence of the Resurrection.
[ATS R2SayQi KIFI@S G2 0S GKA&A gl &

SOMEIMPLICATIONSOREVANGELISM AMONSFCHRISTIAN ANNON-RELIGIOUS

(With religiouspersons stick withthe John 3 paradigm).
1. We have to establistnoughhorizontal relationship not friendships necessarily, in order to
re-create our credibility without powemNo powerdifferential.

2. Be Provocativevith our depth, kindness, wisdom and marks of beauty, and not with our
moral rules.

3. Give back repeateyglthe responsibility for their relationship with God, awdlk besidethem.
4. Do not defend the churchpologize.

5. Reeducatepeople about Jesus. There is serious disinformation and blasphbout. Be
more gentle, and share owpiritual discoverisas a human being.

6. Hang on to the pearlsTheology andpologetics are not the same. Theology has an orthodox
historic corpus, which shifts at its apologetic edges with every passing generation, as it should.
O9YGNRE LRAYGEA FTNB y20 (GKS F2dzyRIFIiA2yad 52yQiG &s

| am angry, Jesus.
How come, when
you had the power
to change things,
you left people to
suffer?

That is exactly

my question to
you.

| really meant
that o1 o)
nei ghbout

Makes You Wonder 4: THE Story Pagell



7. Adopt less authorityand power in our métods, so moréncarnational= collaborative,
needy, dialogical.

8. Not busy church byteace church

9. Ask questions, be curiousin awe to understand each unique person all over agistour
guestions before we give answers. SAMPLE QUESTIONS: where do you get your strength from,
how do you keep going, how do you know this will overcome your own internal blockages to

0NHzi KT R2y QG &2dz SOSNI FSSt & Ak @ISy KIS 13 REY QliK

sometimes sense the enthralling awe in life; do you think Jesus went through all that just so we
could be religious; humans tend to make up a religion that suits us so we have to be open to a
spiritual light from heaven; is there ange you know who is not hypocritical at some point or
other in their actions or thinking; are you sure you are living the purpose of your life; etc. These
are only openers.

10. Expect actionWe are not trying to help them to feel cosy about spiritualityt to see how
their attitude to Jesus is the cornerstone of their attitudes to all truth and the fullness of their
life, and to respond is to act anew with compassion, justice and kindness, and to grow in faith.

SOMEIMPLICATIONS FORAININCHRISTIAMEADERS

1. Ministers only model evangelism, laity actually do it.

2. Theology is not apologeticsi KS GG NBYyR&aé¢ Ay WS&adza addzRASac

3. Coaching skill is better than counselling skill.
4. Part time secular work anchors clergy.

5. It is both possible and necesyg to study personal, group, congregational, regional
and cultural evangelism as skills, strategggmtitualtiesand theology.

THREEJONCLUSIONS

A Christian who shows he or she is curious about and actually cares about each person uniquely,
who is humbé about being wrong, who is ridiculously generous, humorous and hospitable, will
gradually undo the reputation that Christianity has no truth in it, offers no personal resource for
everyday life, is primarily interested in its own benefit and moral pavifa @ ' & WS&adzQ
NELISI SRt & aK2gSR: GKS 32aL)St Aa |o02dzi D2RQa

A church which is still waiting for people to come, as the result of great publicity or signage on

L
1

0KS KAIKglLes Aa aiAaft t-traks/in gdskif@ng thepgospél, drizonnectingd K dzN K

with life-questions, has half a chance of saying something worth hearing.

Church Leaders who disciple by personal mentoring and not just by programme, who take the
decisions to give up some of our great old stirfforder to make room for whatever God gives,
who lead in prayer, these are those who empower the church for its callmgbide close into
Jesus Christ and to have the health that bears much quality fruit.
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FURTHERHINKING

1 How would you describe théifferences between people with a formal religious
background and those without?

1 What are the differences in their points of openness and their points of resistance?
1 Why does it matter that we beareful about how we approach people?

T How will youchangeyour approah in the light of this biblstudy?
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GOAL

To describe the Nevliestament doctrine of
Atonement by framing its four major themes.

INTRODUCTION

EXERCISENDIVIDUAMWORK

(5 minutesonly)

Write a Letterto someone you hold dean the
space on the handout for this exercise (see pag¢
20)., and tell them what the Cross of Jesus mea
to you.

GROUPWNORK

After 5 minutes, you may share your letters with another persaond then each pson will read
theirs to the group. We will hear them without comment.

CONCLUSION
The Cross is central to Christianity.is the subject of many, many Biblical texts. (See Resources
on the MYW website
9 Passion Narratives are a large part of the Gospels
f TKS W/ NRraaQ FTNRY (G(KS w2Yly O2f2yAsSa IyR (KS
images that are central in Christian art

9 The Cross has doub$haped global missionthe gospel itself and the rolmodel of
sacrificial service

1 We believe that Jesus diech®for all, Once and for all; In one place, For all time.

T Ly K2fe O2YYdzyA2ykYl dakSdzOKI N ad ¢S ale WeK
KSR T2NJ 82dzpQ
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EXERCISE ATONEMENT

dza al G 2y Sé SAUGK | AY

ONEAT-ONEMENT ONENAME
T 126 D2R YI{Sa
1 How can wauinderstand this? How do we respond?
1 Isit speaking more about God or about us?
1

Four Pictures: What Problemtlss themeaddressing? What Giif$ it giving@

THERAREFOURMAINPICTURESF ATONEMENT

All of themare answeringhe question Why did
Jesudave to dieRA SPis the answer:
i Ransom,

1 Appeasement,
1 Salvation
1

Promise.

NOTE

a. Each picture has $mit(bn it, each hastasome time been stretched to the point of absurdity,

giving needless offense.

b. Someaspects of Jesus are examplesifsto follow. Some aspects only He can do.

c¢. These four images are all lights on life, like four spotlights on one scene. Ultimately, at the

\7/
7N\

centre where the four lights intersect, it caeverbe

fully explained¢ KS FAY Il f LA SBRIN2F (KA :
the diagram on the leftjs not another themeor a

clever conceptor apicture, 6 dzii 2 dzNJ We S&a Qs> (K.
surrender into the love of God.

ISiQa t221 d SIFOK 2yS Ay {dzNJ
scriptures, these four themes tumliteo each other
again and again.

1. THERANSOM MARKL10:45

1 Ransoms us from slavery to Sin/Satan by

swapping His life for ours. We go free.

= =4 =

Defeat of Satan in a contest: Christus Victor
Price paid to Satan? To God? Encourages silence towards evil?=Missesthe
The Problem? The prisoHeld inslavend @8 aAy ® W! RRAOGAGSQ aAyod

1 The Gift? Freedom from the power of sin. Redeemed.

DiscussioMyYRANSOM

Makes You Wonder 4: THE Story
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When else has someone risked/lost their life for you?
I 2¢ KlFra WiKS RSTSFHG 2F {ldGFyQ FTNBSR &2dxK

Where is God féering release and freedom in your place and history?

2.APPEASEMENTGALATIANS:13

1 The Cross satisfies the Wrath /Law/Honour/Justice of Gedalspeak. We were
rebels and enemies of God.

1 The Gift= Debt fully Paid. Only a perfect sacrifice can satisfy.

1 Public example of the lengths God will go to in order to uphold the moral law of
Justice.

T Wt NAOS LI AR (G2 D2RQK T{IIONRFAOS Aa | 3IATI
has to do that again.

1 Reconciled, restored, brought close without feaacé€ to face.

9 The Problem? Pride, victimhood

1 This includes the people who lived before Christ and those who never hearhés n

DISCUSSIORPPEASEMENT FiUIE
Sacrifice is a giffwho else has made sacrifices for you?

Where do you observe the Wrath /Law/ Justice of God?
Have you taken up your Cross? Prepare your grave. Expect opposition.

' Fa W3I2Ay3d FNBSQ SyO02dzNF 3SR Y2NXf fS3IFftAay gAl

3. HEALINGSALVATION MATTHEWL:21
9 Public examie of the lengths God will go to in order to demonstrate His love for us
and how He resist evil. Exemplary Atonement.
{ ltis aboutinspiratonz y 234 I WRSIfQ®d 1S A& (GKS ¥FdzZ f Kd2
Killed by empire and religious powers.
1 The Gift: Awakes alowdB & LI2 y@AS @ 264 [I2YF T Ay IXé d ¢KA & [ 20S
nations.
1 The Problem? Only compassionate love can heal
128 WEAKIFINB Ay (GKS adzZFFSNAYy3I&d 2F / KNRalGQTX Ay
saviours.

=

DISCUSSIOIAVING ME
2 Kg R2 ¢S KdzYl yaovf@eBehstrated? 8 SS D2RQa f
How does the cross shed light on civil and religious power?

Wl dzNT LIS2LX S KdaNI s KSEHE SR LIS2LX S KSHE 0Q | 2dK
LT wal @SRQ> 4SS INB y29 alTSo wSad Ay 1Aa t20S80

4. THEPROMISEMEDIATORF COVENANT HEBREWS:15
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Adam/Noah, Abraham, Moses, David

The Problem? Can we really rely on God?

Blood is a Ritual Signamatter of life and death.

The Gift:.The promise of Godlritten in blood.

D2RQa , 9{H 2KIF{d Y2NB O2dzZ R lyez2yS Ial TF2NK
Not a contract, it is the Law of Love.

Claimed and held for all timeel®ng

Making peace, givippurpose.

= =4 =4 -4 -4 A8 -8 4

Q:WHERE DOBELON®

L & (K S NB mater of #if@ dkdeatl in your discipleship?

I I @S &2dz al AR -%®ddng Caime@ andhelRforall tiké iy deSus as Lord and
{F @A2dz2NK L& AG aidAaftft wesSaQk

CONCLUSION
T 2KSy SELXIFAYyAy3 (KS ONR&&= R2y Qi ale G222 YI

1 Because itis hard to understand, but often the Holy Spigpésking intuitively, ask or
invite them to respond.

1 Return again and again to study this teaching;adwese the wonder deepens as we grow
in Christ.

APRAYERO THELAMBOF GOD

Born of Mary, Risen from the Dead,

You Ransomed us from our slavery,

You Healed us to love,

. 2dz wSaili2NBR dza FTNRBY RAA&AGEFEYOS G2 06S W¥I OS i
You Claimed us and halg in Blood Covenant.

The Kingdom of God has Com®ne Lord of one world,

You command Sacrificial and not superfitoak,

And you have gifted us with

New life now and forever.

Amen
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GoAL

To describe the New Testament doctrine o
Atonement by framing its four major
themes.

INTRODUCTION

EXERCISINDIVIDUAMVORK

Write a Letterto someone you hold dean
space belowand tell them what the Cross
Jesus means to you

the
of

What the Cross of Jesus means to me:

THEREAREFOURMAINPICTURESF ATONEMENT

All of themare answeringhe question Why did Jesus have to diB?A S s the answer:
Ransom Appeasement

Salvation Promise
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DISCUSSION

1.MYRANSOM
When else has someone risked/lost their life for you?

126 KFa WiKS RSFSIG 2F {ldlyQ FTNBSR &2dK

Where is God offering release and freedom in your place and history?

2. APPEASEMENT FWE
Sacrifice is a giff who else has made sacrifices for you?

Where do you observe the Wrath /Law/ Justice of God?

Have you taken up your Cross? Prepare your grave. Expect opposition.

I'Fa w3I2Ay3 FNBSQ SyO2dz2Ny 3SR Y2NX & fS3IrftAay

3. SAVING ME

2 Kgd R2 ¢S Kdz¥lya ySSR (2 aS8SS D2RQa 208

P

How does the cross shed light on civil and religious power?

Wl dzNI LIS2LX S KdzNIiE KSFf SR LIS2L)X S KSIf oQ

LT Wal @SRQ:I 6S INB y2¢ al¥So wSad Ay 1 Aa

4. PROMISEWHERE DOBELON®
Is thereW 6 f 2 @nkafier of life and deatl in your discipleship?
Il I @S @2dz al AR -%ddéng Qainie@ andrIRforall tieé Iy deSus
Fd4 [2NR FYR {lF@A2d2NK L& Al aidAatt wesSaqQk

APRAYERO THELAMBOF GOD

Born of Mary, Risen from the Dead,

YouRansomed us from our slavery,

You Healed us to love,

. 2dz wSali2NBR dza FNBRY RAaGlIyOS G2 0SS W¥l
You Claimed us and hold us in Blood Covenant.

The Kingdom of God has Com®ne Lord of one world,

You command Sacrificial and not supediidbve,

And you have gifted us with

New life now and forever.

Amen
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GOAL

To provide some portable simple
tools fordescribing

the gospel:

1 The gospel for sinneron the hand

1 The gospel for sinnersn diagrams

1 Thegospel for the sinned againsbn the hand

INTRODUCTION
STEFONE THINK& RESPOND

Without referring to the following, imagine you are
talking to someone who you have recently met and
knowing you are a follower of Jesus Christ, they may
askyou: whatdoes & YSIFy G2 0S5
GLQY y 2 (2 dBS Nee ANt FAeadh 2 K|

STEPTWO  VIEW

alye gAftft | NHdzS 2NJ aLISF{] to2dzi alftf GKS NBtAIA
may not fully understand that it all starts from having agmral response and relationship with

Jesus, knowing God in a personal intimate way

There are many memory tools for explaining the goseme of them make you cringe. Some
of them might actually help.

E.g http://evangelismexplosion.org/ministries/shargour-faith/
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ehnOv5svGHM

THETOOLS

The instretions for the tools have been included in the handout for this exercise.

TooLONE THEGOSPEFORSNNERSE HAND

SOURCEThed K Yy Ré (2 2fomhttact SESQRP OEER || C2fft 265N 2F WS

TooLTwo¢ GOSPEEORSNNERS IN DIAGRAMS

This timewe can demonstrate with the diagrams prepared by John Mallison. It is available, with
diagramsz2 y W2 Ky @hfistiah Meén®nfgqebsite
http://www.johnmallison.com/data/GOSTRACT.pdf

Dowrload and go through this booklet atearn how to draw the diagrams.

TOOLTHREE, GOSPEEOR THENNEBAGAINST, ON HAND
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This tool uses the hand again, in azag pattern starting at the opposite end, the thumb. It
starts from the point for someone whuas been sinnedgainst, not someone who is aware that
they are sinner.

DiISscUSSNGROUPS

Form groups of three or four and have participants practice the tools. After they feel comfortable
with them, assign each group a different one of the questionsfailiw the instructions.

After you have walked through and physically practiced these moves, discuss these questions.
Imagine you are seeking to explain these to ayettChristian. Keep it simple and avoid
preaching a sermon to them!

Commence witlthe question assigned to your group. Appoint someone to listen, remember and
summarise your discussiorgportingit back tothe whole grougater.

1. Inwhat ways do humans "fall short of the beauty of God's plan"?

2. How would you sensitively explain their sepapatfrom God and the consequences?

3. How would you sensitively explain to someone who has been hurt many times in life,
why should they put their trust in God?

4. Explain how the beauty of the holiness of God is evidenced in the Gospel?
5. What is the difference eveen believing that God exists and believing in him?

6. With such an alive gospel, why is church sometimes boring?

CONCLUSION

Ask the groups to feed back the answers they arrived at and lead a discussion to arrive at the
usefulness or otherwise of theseols to memory.
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GoAL

To provide some portable simple tools for describing
the gospel:

1 The gospel for sinneron the hand

1 The gospel for sinnersn diagrams

1 The gospel for the sinned againsin the hand

TOOLONE THEGOSPEEORSNNERS
Five fingers, starting from littlesPractise the hand
until you can remember it.

1. UTTLEANGERCREATOROVE
God loves us and made us for a big
relationship with himself and his world. |
God believes in you.

y -God created ush Y | A & Genesis B28)éwhich gives us status, ability ad
responsibility in the creation.

- His intention for uss to live in close fellowship with Him in His kingdom and
under His kingly rule to love our neighbours and enemies.

- God did not crate us as puppets. He gaveresponsibility and responsability so that we
would freely love and serve Him, but we can also use that freedom to rebel against him.

- Every daythis is proclaimed in the beautiful world that God made and provides foDtiger
voicesde® G(GKAA&A YR 6fAYyR LIS2L)X SQa SeSao

2. RNG(HEARYHNGERSPOILEEART
We have not becom#hat God intendedWhy do we mess up?

- The original intimate relationship with Godabkvays being brokefrom the

beginning of the human race. Now, some part of our will has a habit to choose not to

live God's way. We are trapped in this cycle, and the world is trapped in vicious
circles.

-Everyone has sinned, everyofadls shortof the beauty of God's plahé o6 w2 Yl ya oYHO
Phillips)d , 2 dzNJ A Y A |j dz/&a SepafasiorokSIHi@S SWI R dz ' YR &2dzNJ D2Ré

Sin has spoilt our live$hey are not as God intended them. We have been squeezed into the
mould of a world that is rebellious against Gd@ofnans 12:2 J.B. Phillips)
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- Every daymost people know something is wrong with the world and with them. Often it is felt
most acutely by the way they have been spoiled or hurt by being sinned against. We do not have
to prove how wayward they are, just @d to name the correct diagnosis.

3. TALLESHANGER: TRUTHOVERALL BLOODRANSOM
/] God did for us through Jesus Christ what we could never do for ourselves.

- Christ is the perfect likene®&s¥ D2 R® daLy KAY Fff (GKS ¥Fdz f
RoStf dé 6/ 2 i{BRcauseGoylavesmyhe pade ifpossible for us to
have our close relationship with him restored
GLY / KNRAG D2R ¢ a NB qresfolng bukrglabnshi®.$2 ¢ 2 NI R
Corinthians 5:19)

- Through Jesus Christ, the Son, @edlt with the problenof sin which spoilt his image in us
FYR 2dzNJ NBfFGA2yaKALI gA0K KAY® aD2R aK2ga KAa
RASR F2N) 2d2Ny aAYAEKMAAW2¥I faiAgy20Syd 2F &aAyI |
one with the sinfulness of human beings, so that in him we might be made one with the
322RyS&aa 2F D2R KAYaStFé&d O0H [/ 2NAYUKAlIYa pYHMO

y

- Every dayit is so hard to make changes that reallyrkvdParents and leaders already know
that real life and real change involve®king a sacrificélhe cross of Jesus show us how far we
will go to avoid God and how far God will go to get us to change.

4. POINTERNGERTAKETHEROADOFFAITH
What God haslone in Jesus Christ becomes real for us through faith.

/] - Faith involves...
1 Believing that in Christ God forgives sin and breaks its power.
9 Trusting God for forgiveness and new life, above all revenge or resentment or
defeatism.
1 Reaching out to receive Gedove and help in Christ.

- Faith is associated with...

1 Repentance ... sorrow for past wroa@ing, turningawayfrom evil, turningtowards

new life.

1 Conversion ... making God king of all life.
¢tKAA A& 2FGSy OFtfSR da02YYAUYSyld G2 [/ KNRxaidéo
- Life has a n@ beginning. We are born anew
W2KyYy oYo 2SS 06S02YS | yS¢ LISNE2Y ®dd aLF Fyez2ys
KFa LI aaSR l¢gleés 0SK2fR (KS yS¢g KIFLa O02YSdé OH
-He is our LIFE. As followers of the risen Christ we have a neer pathin us. God the Holy
Spirit gives us new spiritual resources which help us to live life as God intended.
aL gAff LINF& (GKS CFIKSNE FYyR KS gAftf 3IAGS @2dz
Spirit of Truth....he dwells with you and shia¢ in you (John 14:16,17) (See also Acts 2:38,
Philippians 4:13, Romans 8:37).
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GC2NJ D2R a2 t2@0SR GKS ¢g2NIR (KIG KS 3 @S KAa 2
LISNR &K odzi KIFI@S SUSNYylrt tftAFSPE OW2KY oYmcO
GC2NJ 6& 3ANI OS &hrodgh faithZaBd this$sDiof yodr lovdh Slding, it is theift of

God-y 20 0SOldzaS 2F ¢2NJasx tfSad lye LISNa2Y &aKsz2dz |
wWSadza alFARY aL OFYS GKFG GKS& YAIKG KIS tAFS

- Every day/faith" is smply the same as trust'dependence, reliance, coidience, believe

without proof". Where else in everyday life do we exercise faith (apart from faith in God)? E.g. in

eating food prepared for us, sitting on a @éh&nowledge we cannot verify.

5. THUMBYJPFORA GREATLFE- FAITHHOPE& LOVE
Significant changes then take place in two ways (two parts to the thumb)

1. We enter into a new relationship with God
'S 6S02YSa 2dzNJ C! ¢ X®evarekhjfdreh of BadSaAfl £ & Sy 2
% children,then 8 A NBE X KSANE 2F17D2R&éd O6w2YlFya yYwmr

We make Him our Lord and King and seek to please Him, to live in obedience,
Instead of being seffentred we become Chri@ Sy G NER® GLF &2dz O2y F S
Lord and believe in your hearts that God raised Him fiokS RS RYX &2dz gAft 0S5 3
10:9)

2. We enter into a new relationship with others
We become part of the community of those who have faith in Jesus Christ (his family, in the
Kingdom of God) with both privileges and responsibilities
Love should béhe distinguishing mark of this community.
@This is my commandment, that you love one anothéral. Kl @S f 2 3SR & 2dz & W2 ¥f
John 13:34,35)
We share Christ's concern for others.
2S AYAGIFGS 7/ KNRAGQA KdzY AttakdipétEness ZPtdhpiahsLy & SN y
Peter 3.15)
We have a new purpose to live for, to serve him and the world for which he @@adippians
1.4)

6. LASTLYIN THEPALMOFHISHAND
Place your finger in the middle of the palm and ask: are you ready to put younself
D2RQa KIyRakK

SOURCEThe preceding five paragraphs are extracts fromaetd . SO2 YAy 3 | C2f f ;
of Jesus Christ".
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TooLTwo¢ GOSPEEORSNNERSIN DIAGRAMS

This time we demonstratthe Gospel usinthe booklet fromJohn Mallison. It is available
copy on hiChristianMentoringwebsite http://www.johnmallison.com/data/ GOSTRACT.pdf

TOOLTHREE, GOSPEEOR THEBNNEBAGAINST, ON HAND
This tool uses the hand again a zigzagpattern starting at the opposite end, the thumltt

starts from the poinfor someone who has been sinn@gainst, not someone whig aware that
they aresinner. But where is your friend at right now?

ToPOFTHETHUMBC It sticks out of the newsKe a soe thumb, a lot of pegle are hurtingand
something is very wrong with the world

ACROSSHEPALMC Pe@le need a hand and it will make a difference. In Ciansty it is
calleda [ 2 @duyhdighbourasmucts® 2 dz f 23S &2 dzZNE St F¢ o

v TO THELTTLEANGER; Jesus really means that command. In the great day of judgement
K

S alreéa Aa Ay alGiKS¢g wp GKIG 6S oAttt 0SS 2dz
i K S &#H6ve will we do this? [7 9
POINTERNGER; We can point at others and s#hey/ someone &Lk/y

shoud do somethin@We can blame others or God for hurting us and
KdZNIAYy3a 208KSNE® . dzi I NBy Qiletting R2 Ay 3 itlkgs &l YS
by to someone else is a way of staying in this z&h&me is not going to change
anything.
TWOHRNGERJELLUSTO CHOOSE

 THETALLANGERR & 6Kl G LIS2LX S dza S {icRo tedl BhémAcSgo awdyS 0 A NR €

and not to bother them. That is one of ourdaibes in life. That is what is keeping the
world in its vicious circles.

/]ﬂ 1 THERNGHNGERwhere wedding ringare worn to seal our heart to another
person. Jesus asks for that response from each of us.

HERHSOURCHOICEWe can live the heart of Jesus or we gave itthe bird. Are you
willing and readyto choose?
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DIScCUSSNGROUPS

After you have walkethrough and physically practiced these moves, discuss these questions.
Imagine you are seeking to explain these to ayettChristian. Keep it simple and avoid
preaching a sermon to them!

Commence witlthe question assigned to your group. Appoint sometmdéisten, remember and
summarise your discussiorgportingit back tothe whole grougater.

1. Inwhat ways do humans "fall short of the beauty of God's plan"?

2. How would you sensitively explain their separation from God and the consequences?

3. How would yowsensitively explain to someone who has been hurt many times in life,
why should they put their trust in God?

4. Explain how the beauty of the holiness of God is evidenced in the Gospel?
5. What is the difference between believing that God exists and beliemihgn?

6. With such an alive gospel, why is church sometimes boring?
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THEREAREBASICALLFOURQUESTIONS

These exercises are both challenging and rewarding.

Unchurched poplearound usneed Christian belief to be touginough to cary them through
life. So, they are entitletb test it and us to see how genuine we are and how tough is the
Gospel. Therefore thewill have some hard questions for us to answer in the light of harsh
reality. It can sound harsh, too.

Ratherthan being defensive however, we can welcome these as opportunities to show the

Gospel in a great light. These answersrdgitutionalise thefaith. They move right away from

GKS t2F0& 0adN Ol 4ANPASAQIF? VY 2NRY SHWMRY IQER K
FNBE G22 KIFENR (2 SOSNI GKAYy]l ltoz2dzi aSyairofed DS
remember?

Four questionsummarise almost all the major objections against Christian.fdiftou can learn
the structure of these questiongpu may be surprised to discover that you haapacity for
mostquestions¢ K G ¢2dzf R y2G 6S | NBFazy G2 04 ftA1S !

ExERCISE PROBLEMOF BEVILANDSUFFERING

Questions where suffering is thoughtshow that God is less powfel or less good than we say.
Rather, it shows the love, the presence, the patience and the plans of God for humanity.

EXERCISE PROBLEM&F TRUTHANDPROOF

Questionsvhereanyuncertainty is thought to show that we cannot bmglemindedabout
Jesus Christ being the only way to the Father. Rather, it shows that our faith can be secured on
very many grounds and on much evidence.

EXERCISE PROBLEM®VITHCHURCH

Questionavhere the behaviour of some Christians past or present, near océdls into
guestion whether Jesus Christ can make a difference in our lives. Rather, it shows that the
problem of sin is serious for everyopersonallyand every organisatiorso that the only hope

for us is to pursue the way of

forgiveness 4 - God doesn't owe us an explanation
for everything and actually what I've
found is that explanations don't
comfort. What comforts is the

presence of God, not the
explanation of God.

ZQUOTES
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EXERCISE THEGOSTOF FORGIVENESS

2 Ke OlFlyQd D2R 2dzaad S0 LIS2LXS 32 FNBSK 2Ke
forgiveness have a costvhere people count the cost, note the losses from going forward and
grieve? Sometimes the pain from a losegbtism is felt as humiliation. Sometimes a sexual
relationship or habit is threatened arille personfeels likethey arebeing sentenced to

loneliness obeing asked to shownpossibleseltrestraint The loss is real, and it is not helpful

to dismiss then or play at heroiselfsacrificewhen people are only just beginning. On the

other hand, forgiveness always costs somebody something. So whatggtbehat the Jesus

has paid?

None of them ighe onebig question for everyone. There is an exercaisedch of these to

follow.

The same question can come out in different ways. When people are making their comment,
they may be philosophical, historical or personal, even intimate. Always remember before trying
to offer an answer tdirst ask and listeffior the part of the question whicteally matters, at

heart levelithe question behind the question, the story that makes this important for them. If
@2dz R2yQilx @&2dz gAff Fftglea NARy3ad K2ft2g50

There is a second reason for the importance of these four questibpsople have not asked
these questions before entry to the faith, they will fall away when they soon encounter the

R2S

problems within thefaith. eg Differences o€hristiamrA y § SNLINB G G A2y & | NB & LINP
The failings o€hristianggs K2 Y (G KSe& 221 dzLJ G2 FNB GLINRoO6fSYa ¢
LIN} @ SNB € STl dzyl yasgSNBR NB aLINRBoOofSYa gAdK SGA

Many of us have failed to face these things ourselves, and hawel dpt church discussions

which are easier, and consequently weaker in faith. As you head into the dialogue, your healing
may be ahead. Unresolved hurts may emerge in these questi@os given opportunities to
surrender the hurt or anger to him for deepbealing and grace. Acknowledge these to the

other person. This is integrity in action, and it models open discovery of more of God.

CONCLUSION

To summarise, these exercises expect wengillhave a quick and complete answer. It asks us
to enter into the question, earn trust, find the real issue, get behind the words to the things that
prompt the question. The frameworks offered here provide a range of approaches to try over a
period of interaction and dialogue. These frameworks are pastorally senaitiy¢heologically

KSt LJ¥dzAE © LGQa Ffglea Fo2dzi GKS [20S 2F WSadao®

they will feel it through our friendship.
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GOAL

To share good newsmongstevil and suffering.

INTRODCTION
CKA&G Ad 2yS 2F GKS ANBFGSAad AaadzSa Ayikde AFSP L
all the others in this serieshay be asked in many form$rom the phiosophical to the very
intimate, for instance:
1 "If God is there, and he ispfectly good and alpowerful,” they might ask, "why is the
evil in the world so vicious?"

"How can an all good, all powerful God allow evil to exist? How can he just stand by?"
"Why is this happening to me?"
"Why doesn't God stop the wars and the floods?"

"How can a good God send people to Hell?"

= =4 4 -4 =

"Why couldn't we help?"

Leader gives an example of a time when they experienced this struggle.

KEYQUESTION

We are going to look at one of the
hardest questions in all of life.
Scenarioa parent lost their child to
cancer 10 years ago. They hear you
speak of your love of God and then
they ask:

"How come god made my baby
suffer so much?"

What would you do anday to enter into
this question and help that person to

understand God in that situation.

Learn both process and promidéis most important to think what's important aboibth
how you approach the persams well aaddressing the question. You mayeafd if you
neglect either side of those two. Please, no anmute answers in this exercise! "Speak the
truth in love". (Ephesians 4:15)

SVIALLGROUHEXERCISE

Form groups of three or four, one to take notes. Allow fifteen minutes in small groups to
discusst, then five minutes for the group to list things that they would seek to say over some
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period of time, not necessarily all at once. In a separate column, things they feel are important
to do or remember. One of the best responses is probablR 2 YWN#H G {6 K G G2 al & ¢
start there.

FEEDBACK MYHOLEGROUP

4 Write up the Suffering Framework on the whiteboard,
and then record the grougf2esponsesnto the Frame
3 includingcomments orboth content and approach.

2 SUFFERINBRAME

1 11 am with you. Listen and help. See who cares.

2 God iswith you. Not caused by God. He is on your
side.

3 Good comes. Redemption begins. Hold on to hope
4 God comeso respond and@with the good things that He is doing with the world.

This frame is like downstairs and upstairsa staircase dadder called Hope.

DISCUSSIORDINTS

a. Acknowledgeheir pain. "I do not know the answer yet. We will see why one day. But just
now it just hurts".

b. What is God up to all this time? "God l@edged himself to bring good out of evil, some
now, and fully in the end. God has a hurting heart and has pledged to end the suffering.

c. dFocus on pain, not on blame" is a good proverb.

d. People need to know that we have been there. It is very impaortaa tell a story of God's
grace inyour own suffering, but carefulot to undervalue orverpowerthe present
experience of this other person.

e. Why does God wait? God places high value on human freedom, because true love only
comes from true freedomGod has given a high responsibility to humans to care for each
other.

F o L aynthipoteDt@ Kod is more interested in coming close in the actuality of life than in
getting a reputation for higlsounding words.

30 t S2LX S dziadzl f fagaway td desclibé Redlxve tNaF ol \Baisktd steQ
Philosophically that gets difficult to process. It is probably better to talk about the

Yesponsibilityg S KdzYl ya KIF @S (261 NRa S$HPOKAZERSKESI yRBSREK
g. There are stages to griehd therefore stages in people's ability to hear our answers

without misconstruing them. When people ask "sensible questions", but cannot grasp the

answers, it is because their feelings of hurt are unsatisfied, not becaugentivals are

unsatisfied. Howvill | know when to move on further? "Eyes with teaannotsee

perspective.'If they get angry (watching?), you moved too soon.
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GCONCLUSION

This question seems to challenge God in many ways. Once explored, however, it highlights the

plan of God to eradate all evil in all formsand yetto love a people of his own. Eislstill

with us, not overpowered yet, soth@ K2 6 & K2 ¢ RN} aGAOFff& AYLERZNILY
love is necessary to achieve the final solution.

How To USETHESUFFERINERAME

Generally speaking it is best to move carefully from 1 through to 4. It can be summarised thus:
M® L R2y Qi KI@S FTyasSNaE>X 2dzad K2LISO® L Y &)

2. God is struggling along with you. He understands. Is he bringing sadeogbof
this evil even now?

3. God shows Ultimate Love in a world gone awry. Jesus heals and forgives.
4. God will make all things new ObBay Sdake up his way of love and forgiveness.

Some other points along the way:
a. Anygreater intervention by &d is The Judgement. He waits in order to give us
space to come to him. Itis worth it?

b. Ifevil is bad, join God in opposing all hurt and evil. Repent and love more. See the
OFNIi22y daL ¢l & Fo2dzi G2 a1 D2R oHme& KS RAR)
FAa1SR YS (KS alyS ljdzSaiaAazys

c.CardLJt F @Ay3 |ylf238yY 2S5 OFlyy2i KSfLI ¢6KIG WKI
how to deal with it. We become bitter or better.

d. TrustGod that he judges with holy love andaill all be worth it in the end.

e. Thiss a complex and difficult question, but itrisither necessary nattesirable for
one person to havéhe answers for everybody.

fWeR2y Qi KI @S (2 of !l YS cihewarehdihdt bigi Thygte &Fe2 NJ S @S
five different and independent sources evil todayc sin from within people, being

sinned againstthe Satan and his associates , the sorrow and sickness of a fallen

world, and lastly the systemic or structural evil arising from the world's political or

business or cultural systems. Getyoli RA F 3y 238A a4 NAIKG 2N @2dz O

g. Thixguestion can upset people if it triggers deeply hurting memories. If so, ask them
to stay, but they may be less embarrassed if they go to sit up the back with a friend.
Ensure that they are receij adequate help before you leave.
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GOAL

To share good newsmongstevil and suffering.

INTRODUCTION

CKA&G A& 2yS 2F GKS ANBFGSAad AaadzSa Ayike AFSP L
all the others in this serieshay be asked in many form$rom the phiosophical tathe very

intimate.

THESUFFERINBRAME
This frame is a tool that is like downstairs and upstairs on a staircase or ladder called Hope.
These are the steps:
M® L R2y Qi KI@S FyasSNaERY 2dzad K2LIS® L Y &)

2. God is struggling along with you. He understands. Is
4 he bringing some good out of this evil even now?

3 3. God shows Ultimate Love in a world gone awry. Jesus
heals and forgives.

4. God will make all things new One Day So take up his
1 way of love and forgiveness.

CONCLUSION

This question seems to challenge God in many ways. Once explored, however, it highlights the

plan of God to eradicate all evil in all fornasmd yetto love a people of his own. Eisl still

with us, not overpowered yet, so thahows how drastically impdli I yG A G A& GKI G D2
love is necessary to achieve the final solution.

God doesn't owe us an explanation
for everything and actually what I've
found is that explanations don't
comfort. What comforts is the
presence of God, not the

explanation of God.

ZaUOTES
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This may surprise yol. i R 2 S & yhi@afly whekthér fiob b S G WS adza A a
the only wayand he will judge humankingi(exclusivist),d WS a dza A& 2y Sandl & | Y2y 3
helps us to live a fruitful life(inclusivist?2 NJ & WS & dz& A @conihiéd dbdut dnybie L OF y
St & S Qabedhfsé GaA AcBepts everyone unconditioally 6 LJf . #¥Ndn tndeting 0
togetheras two or more eligious communitieswe mustalways engage with gentleness of heart
and respect for their position and humility in our chomfevords6 m t S SNJ oEBgc 0 @ ¢ KI
respect, engage, gently.
LT 6S LINPOSSR AyaildSaRYWR i K&« BtIKORAY RFS (88 I $ Iy R
6SSGiKQx ¢S Oly NRIKGfE 6S | 00dzaSR 2F I NNR3IIyOoS
they can get to their own speech is rude. Similarly, give up the theologicadiaiing that
stops us from conversation WiK 2 dzZNJ Yy SA3IKo2dzZNAP |, 2dz Ol yQi KI @S
until you start talking.

. 2dz OLyQi 1y26 6KSGKSNI @2dz | NB SEOf dAAGAAG T A
you have entered the process. The great books you read are soméoge2Qa 3INSF G 22 dzNy
gKIFEGQa @32dz2NAK 2dz OFLyQl R2 AdG FTNRY Iy 2FFakKz2NB

LT 6S LINPOSSR o6& WIiKNRgAYy3I 2dzi GKS oloé gAGK 0
Christian beliefs with an easy nod and acceptance of another view, we talpdrying to

avoid the dialogue. You will frustrate your partners in dialogue. We must be who we are,

followers of Jesus Christ. To be anything else is to be disrespectful of self, atabtisah

manipulative stance. It is not about you, itilsout
communities.

With these three points above in place, Christians
who join in intercommunal dialogue report that the
learn more deeply and strongly about theiwn faith.
A few persons are converted after a long time, by
Grace of God. Many moreilivtake Jesus on boarfdr
where they are at, and theologians are looking at t
afresh.
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GOAL

To share the good news for scepticism; to show how well founded is Jesus' claim to be the
Way, the Truth and the Life.

INTRODUCTION

There are various good reasons for this to be a tough question. At best, itis not enough for
people to take your word for anything. They must discover the truth of Christ for themselves.
They may also be coming from a viewpoint that predisposes thermtuwrégthe gospel, e.g.

they may have a "relativist" view that "what is true for you is your truth only, mine is a
different truth". Alternatively, they may just need reliable information due to the very many
funny ideas that circulate about the original sfaand its transmission through the centuries.
We can be persuasive because the evidence for Christianity is enormous. You may have to
start reading. Some MYWResources can direct you.

KEYQUESTION

Someone has heard the three stories (Section 3)
from you, and asks:

N
Ow bl 2¢ R2 &2dz 1y26 AlGQa
0 ww W your heak €
. SVALLGROUP$15MINUTES
] 5 m In goups of three or fourdiscuss your
: ﬁ responsesOne persontakes notes to submit

group's answer.

] ]
m - W d TOGETHER
- Write on the whiteboard the four different

bases okstablishing the truth, then record
groupanswers under the headings:

1. Sciences

2. My experiences

3. Experiences of the many
4. History

You can find a lot more resources
on theMakes You Wonder
website, just click on the reference
to Max Doubt

DISCUSSION
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(a) 9me people argersuaded more by one sort of truidbasis than another, depending on
personality, culture or education. Therefore, if the group before you is fairly homogeneous,
there will sometimes be occasions when one or two of the catiegoon the board may seem
a little bare after the feedback time. If so,
prompt further reflection by asking a different
@— question from "Other Questions".

(b) For people who do not accept that the Bible
is the Word of God, it is usually
counterproductive ® keep on pushing it. That is
a mature faithstance,not a precondition of
faith. There are some Christians who seem to

love to reduce all arguments to this. We have far
more on our side, so try a different approach!

(c) Many people cannot accept the id#wat anything is "the truth"Except mathematiddt
sounds arrogant to be so absolute, they feel. But we can know the mountain is there and how
to walk into it, without claiming to know all about the mountain.

(d) Faith is not just a "leap in the darkt'is trusting in Jesus on the basis of good wisdom,

a2YS UGKAY1lAy3asZ 6ARS 20aSNBIFGA2Y YR LISNER2YIf S
voyage, we launch in the full light of what God has done. To change the analogy, it is like

learning a seconthnguage. First a little, then some more, gradually a conversation, and so on.

NOTERABOUTTHISEXERCISE
(a) Many resources are available to convey this information.

(b) Sometimes we can say, "a person with an experience is not at the mercy of a péitson
an argument”.

OTHEAPROBLEM$0 USE
1 "The early church gradually changed the story of Jesus into a miracle story."

1 "You are &Lhristianbecause you were born here. If you had been born in India you'd
be a Hindu. It's all the same really."

1 & tould never believe like you do. | just don't see how | could make such a blind leap
of faith."

"l just want to be sure. I've never studied it like you have."

"Even if 500 lawyers and doctors signed a paper saying that Jesus had risen from the
dead, | sti would not believe it. Miracles don't happen.”

9 "The Bible is full of contradictions. You can't believe in it."

(/. $/ 5497 @38
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GOAL

To share the good news sceptics to show how well founded is Jesus' clambe the
Way, the Truth and the Life.

INTRODUCTION

There are various good reasons for this to be a topigiblem. At best, it is not enough for
people to take your word for anything. They
must discover the truth of Christ for

" themselves. They may also beming from a
0 ﬂ viewpoint that predisposes them to ignore the
gospel, e.g. they may have a "relativist" view
that "what is true for you is your tith only;

w|? .
mine is a different truth". Alternatively, they
1 . ‘ m ﬁ may just need reliable information due to the

very many funny ideas that circulate about the

. k original story and its transmission through the
. centuries. We can be persuasive because the
T[lp evidence for Christianity is enormous.
| Tt FOURDIFFERENBASES OF

ESTABLISHING THRUTH

(a) Sciences :
You can find a lot more resources

(b) My Experiences on theMakes You Wonder
website;just click on the reference

(c) Experiences of the many
to Max Doubt

(d) History

GONCLUSION
Many resources are available to convey this information.

Someimes we can say, "a person with an experience is not at the mercy of a person with an
argument”.
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GOAL

To share the good news for hypocrites; to show the deep need in humanity
for the Holy Spirit to save and sanctify.

INTRODUCTION

The history of the church is scorched with fires of abuse, bigotry, stupidity, murder, corruption
and cowardiceWe like to say that they were not acting on the gosgah. the other hand, it is
perfectly fair for people to look at us to sedliis gospehbctuallyworks in practice.

Often their criteria for evaluating Christianity are quite misinformed: "You swore! | thought
you were aChristian." Time to inform them.

Other times they are telling us we have been caught in our own agenéakare the
churches smpposedtod | € a K¢
"Remember when the Christians were
bombing each other in Northern

. ]-hﬁVe’ -hxﬂwil Ireland?" "What about all the different
denominations?"lt is not then time to
BI(IHS Pe'GP ﬁ‘ l I defend, it isprobablytime to apologize.

KEYQUESTION
‘1‘ Someone has hed you speak of your
9 m love of God and sayst had enough
l religion rammed down my throat. It's
C&{ﬂﬂ- nu not for me."How would you hope to

respond, over a period of time, not

SHRAET LA HE just first words.
SVALLGROUPS
In goups of three or fourdiscuss your response®ne persontakes notes to submit group's
answer.
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TOGETHER

Write on the whiteboard the four headings of the
Hypocrisy Frame, then recogfoupanswers under
them, noting both content and approach, and process
and promiseThen discuss the results.

HYPOCRYYRAME

QHRISTIANBAILX
HYPOCRIZEX
HUMANSALLX
JFESUOFFERX

DISCUSSION

Some of thefollowingmay come up in the discussions.

(a) Many people have given up on church but not on Jesus. Others can't see Jesus because
they put someone else in the wayhe focus is Jesus. We are not inviting people to church but
to him. In fact they might not survive our church unless they see this clearly.

(b) God is committed to pting fallible people up front in his plan, in order that we grow as a
community of grae. This often results in our mistakes becoming glaringly obvious. This is hard
to accept sometimes, and mai@hristianseed help to accept it humbly and get going.

(c) Look at some of the weird and awful things that some of the biblical characters Gede!
still used them, and was able to change them.

(d) The need for forgiveness and a4ifieanging force within us.

(e) Is there anyone here who has NEVER been hypocritical, that is, never failed to live up to
their ownbest standards? Are there any so@atities or institutions in society (schools,
unions, banks, sport teams, etit)at have NEVER failed the persons they are there to serve?
Hypocrisy is normal.

(f) Do you personally prefer a faulty person who admits it, or an idealistic person who
overlodks their failings? WHy

GCONCLUSION

All people are hypocrites. We all fall down against our own standards. It is not a statement
about the church as about every organisation and every individual. It is the most basic bias of
humankind, that we know what tdo but we do not do it. Christians admit it every Sunday in
their prayers of confession. The church needs to admit it more often, and be credible about
their actions to follow it up. Thgospel says thahis isthe most basic need, and addresses it
directly.
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NOTES ABOUT TIHBEERCISE

Many Christianpeople are looking for a place to have their own hurt heard and valued. They may
use this session as their opportunity, and they may be angry. Be sensitive to this by the way you
hear and appreciate both the sinner and the sirlagdinst who are in the ssion with you. You

must model for them a way of speaking with rRGhristians.

1 Everyone has their horror stories. After you have heard a few such stories, do not allow the
group to go on heaping vilification and discouragement on each other. Move to
acknowedge that we all have these horror stories and that we will now focus on how to
work with them, rather than be defeated by them.

1 Make acolumn on the right of the boardnd givethe group opportunities to record good
guestions that may be asked by therBhan, or other good insights about how to approach
the matter. e.gR 2 yir@td defend the church. Acknowledge the truth of their comment as
much as possible while not trying to judge the case in the past.

OTHERSTATEMENTS FORTER
"Christians are bong."

G¢CK2aS YAaaA2yFNASAKLINASaGAa RAR y20 221 |Fa4S
GLGQA y2NB (LK SK FSiNNapsA 1 Qa G KS 02 @SN
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